
 

 

FOCUS  
 ….on life at First 

August 2016        

Our Mission:  To experience and celebrate God’s amazing grace together. 
Our Vision:    First Evangelical Lutheran Church will share God's amazing grace by welcoming, 
                        growing and serving in Christ’s name, enriching the well-being of all.  
 

Meet Our New Vicar, Tim Knipfer! 

 This month we wel-
come our new vicar!   
Tim’s first Sunday with 
us will be August 7th.  
There will be a welcome 
reception for him be-
tween the morning wor-
ship services on that 
day.  Come and meet 
him and his wife Mary 
Kay! The following is 
an introductory bio from 
Vicar Tim: 
 
‘Greetings. 
 My name is Tim 
Knipfer. I would like to 
thank you for consider-
ing me for internship.  I 
have been involved in 
church my whole life. I 
was raised Catholic, in 
my early twenties I at-
tended an evangelical 
free church, I then found 
my home in the Luther-
an church for the past 17 

years. The Lutheran the-
ology of being saved by 
the grace of God, 
through faith in Jesus 
Christ, given to us in 
faith by the Holy Spirit, 
has filled me with hope 
and a clear calling to 
serve in the vocation of 
pastor.  
   I am happily married 
to my wife Mary Kay. 
She is a rock of faith for 
me as we seek to serve 
God together. Mary Kay 
is very supportive of me 
and the process of seek-
ing an internship site. 
We are both nervous 
and excited in moving 
to a new place and all 
the unknowns that in-
ternship will reveal, but 
we trust God to lead us 
and guide us through 
this process. 
    We have four adult 

children: Molly 27, Josh 
26, Jake 21, and Anna 
20. They are all living 
on their own, and I am 
proud of them all.  My 
oldest son Josh, has cer-
ebral palsy. He is physi-
cally and mentally chal-
lenged. Josh lives with 
his mother, Lori.  Mary 
Kay and I get him every 
other weekend. We hope 
to continue this during 
internship. If not, I am 
fortunate to have a great 
working relationship 
with my ex-wife and we 
will figure out how I can 
see Josh in the future.  
 Before seminary, I 
served as the Youth 
Ministry Director for 
sixteen years, ten as vol-
unteer, and six on staff. 
I supervised the Confir-
mation and Sr. High 
Youth Ministry  

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Reception for Vicar Tim 
Sunday, August 7, 9:15a.m. 
 
Confirmation Orientation 
Wednesday, September 7, 7:00p.m. 
 
Rally Sunday 
Sunday, September 11, 9:15a.m. 
 
9th Grade Confirmation Retreat 
Saturday, September 24, 9:00a.m. 
 
Affirmation of Baptism   
                       (Confirmation) 
Sunday, October 30, 10:30a.m. 
 
Reformation Day Event 
Monday, October 31, 10:00a.m. 
         (Wayland Academy) 
 
Harvest Dinner 
Sunday, November 6, 11:30a.m. 
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Rally Day & Church Picnic!  
   Coming September 11th….it’s Rally Day, the first day 
of Sunday School and the annual Church Picnic.  Sunday 
School for all ages happens at 9:15 beginning in the 
church sanctuary.  We have another great year of Joyful 
Junction happenings for children and youth ages 3 and 
older. 
    The Church Picnic will be immediately after the 10:30 
a.m. worship service in Friendship Hall.  All are invited 
to bring a dish to share with others...healthy foods such as 
broccoli and fresh tomatoes are especially welcome!  
Come and enjoy the food and fun.  Phyllis Elbes has 
some new jokes!  



 

 

Bob Percifield, Accountant 
 

    We welcome Bob Percifield as our new Accountant.  Bob comes 

with an extensive 20-year background in accounting, including doing 

accounting for another church.  So he has good credentials for his work 

with us.  His background includes a Bachelor of Science degree in ac-

counting from the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 

     Bob grew up in Reeseville, Wisconsin.  He has family living in the 

Watertown/Beaver Dam area.  He enjoys sports especially baseball and 

football.  In high school, Bob received nine varsity letters in football 

and track.   

     Bob began his work with us in mid-July.  Welcome to First Bob! 

 

Heather Ganske, Administrative Assistant 

     We welcome Heather Ganske, a long-time member of First, as our 

new Administrative Assistant! She will begin her duties on August 1st.   

     Heather and her husband Ryan live near Beaver Dam on a farm.  

They have two children, Landon, age 5, and Madelynn, age 1, and one 

dog, Ripley.  They farm with Ryan’s parents, Ron & Joy Ganske.  Ryan 

and Heather also own a trucking company...Ryan does the driving, 

Heather does the bookwork. 

     Heather attended Moraine Park Technical College for business and 

accounting.  Her hobbies and interests include farming, volunteering at 

the Food Bank, playing the flute and playing softball.  She is outgoing 

and is looking forward to working here at First Lutheran.  Welcome 

Heather! 

WELCOME NEW STAFF PEOPLE! 

New Member Sessions Are 
Coming 

 

     The dates are set for the fall 
session of our new members.  All 
sessions are held on Sunday 
morning between the services at 
approximately 9:15am.  The dates 
are September 25th, October 9th, 
and October 23rd.  New mem-
bers will be welcomed into mem-
bership on Reformation Sunday, 
Sunday, October 30th at the 
8:00am service. This is an oppor-
tunity to get to know the church 
when we are at our busiest.   
     If you would like to know 

more information about the ses-
sions or if you are interested in 
joining but have not indicated to 

us yet, please call the church of-
fice at 885-4497 or e-mail phyl-
lis@firstluthbd.org. 

A THANK YOU  
TO THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 
Dear Ladies,    
     What a lovely surprise.  Thank you so much for the prayer shawls Vicar Pat pre-
sented to us when she came to give us communion.  The poem and prayer blessing 
was also special and they, indeed, are a comfort.  Thank you for your thoughts and 
dedication to your ministry.   
 

Sincerely, Martha Sundstrom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth Roebke holding one of the prayer shawls 
which will be given to our homebound members! 
 
 
 
 
*If you are interested in becoming part of this 
ministry, to knit or crochet shawls &/or lap blan-
kets, please contact one of your Parish Nurses or 
you may contact the Church Office.   



 

 

Will You Help Lower Our Electric Bill? 
     The mantra ‘small things make a dif-
ference’ is directly related to how we all 
can help lower the church’s electric bill.  
Last month’s bill was $992. 
     Yes, air-conditioning is important dur-
ing these dreadfully hot summer days, and 
we need lights, computers, and other elec-
trical gizmos to accomplish our ministry.  
But if you are the last person to leave a 
room, please turn out the lights.  Or if you 
use an electrical device such as a comput-
er or tv, make sure the device is off and 
then turn the power strip off.  This saves 
us paying for ‘phantom energy.’   Please 
help …. It can make a difference! 

Welcome Vicar Tim continued from front page 
 
programs. While in seminary, I have been teaching Sun-
day school for 5th and 6th graders. Teaching youth is 
very comfortable for me, a true gift from God, but I 
would like to push some learning edges during my in-
ternship. I have given many messages to youth, but 
have not given many sermons to a congregations. I 
would like to learn better and hone this craft. I would 
also like to learn tools in ministering in other other area 
in congregational ministry.  Thank you for considering 
me for your internship site. 
   May God Bless us as we work together in ministry in 
Christ’s name this year.’ 

Tim Knipfer. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A peaceful place on a sunny July day!   
 

    Prayer Garden Help Still Needed 
 

   If you are able to donate a few hours in the Prayer  
Garden during the month/week, please contact Tom 
Bock at 885-9480 or the Church Office for more             
information.  
   Stop by the garden to sit and pray.  It’s a beautiful 
space.  Then, before you leave, pull a couple weeds.  
Every little bit helps.  Thank you!  

Tim & Mary Kay Knipfer 

Will You Help Lower  
Our Mailing Expenses? 

      
   Every month we mail approximately 822 
newsletters.  In addition to the postage expense, 
there is also the copying cost.  If you would be 
willing to access the church webpage ( first-
luthbd.org) to read the monthly ‘Focus,’ or be 
on the mailing list to receive a .pdf copy, it 
would save the church a lot of money.  Please 
call the church office @ 885-4497 if you’d be 
willing to help in this way! 



 

 

             Bible Study Opportunities 
 

Adult Forum—Meets Sundays, 9:15-10:15am  
September through May.  Come see us in the Chapel or 
call the Church Office for more information. 
 

Alzheimer’s Care Group—We usually meet on the 4th 
Monday of the month.  The next meetings will be in  
June on the 27th and in July on the 25th at 6:30pm.  
Come if/when you can. 
 

Baptism Class—Meets four times @ 9:15am  
The following is covered:  Milestone Ministry, the  
meaning of baptism, the Rite of Baptism, parenting 
styles, prayer and Bible study.  Grandparents and  
sponsors are welcome to attend also.  Child care is  
available on Sunday mornings. 
 

Men’s Breakfast—Saturdays @ 8am—We are meeting 
usually on the first Saturday of the month at the BD  
Hospital cafeteria and at the church the other weekends 
of the month, unless otherwise noted in the bulletin. 
 

Sharon Circle— 
On August 8 we will meet at 1pm in the kitchenette for 
our lesson, conversation and dessert. 
 

Sunday School/Joyful Junction—Sundays @ 9:15am  
during the school year. 
 
Weekly Morning Bible Study—Mondays @ 9am 
throughout the year. 

 
Come, explore, enrich your spiritual 

Study/Music, Music, Music…. 

                       Music Opportunities 
 

    New Spirit ~ Mondays @ 6:00pm 
(Contemporary music group who lead singing @ 
10:30 worship, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 
 
   Joyful Praise ~ Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 
(Classical church choir who sing @ 8:00 worship, 
1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 
   Glory Ringers ~ Thursdays @ 7:00pm 
(Handbell choir who play @ 8:00 worship, 3rd Sun-
day of the month) 
 
   P-Jays ~ Fridays @ 3:15pm 
(Middle school praise band who lead music @ 10:30 
worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 
 
   BNA ~ 3rd Wednesday @ 6:30pm 
(High school praise band who lead music @ 10:30 
worship, 4th Sunday of the month) 
 
   Sparks ~ Sundays @ 11:30 
(Elementary-aged singing group who sing @ 10:30 
worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 
 
Most of these groups do not meet between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day (see Marty’s article below)  but 
resume their weekly rehearsal/worship schedule in 
the September.  Come share your gift of music!  

 
                         PJays and BNA 
 
 
     We will be singing at the 10:30 service on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of August.  We will combine middle school and 
high school musicians all summer, meeting at 9:15 on the 
Sunday that we lead worship.  Also, New Spirit has invited 
us to join them any Sunday you can come!   
 
     I am excited to continue with PJays and BNA for the 
2016/2017 school year, so get ready!  6th & 7th graders, call 
or text me @ 920-319-0604 if you want to learn drums this 
summer.     
     Love you all! 
             Marty 
 
 

  
 

Glory Ringers 
 
 

        Our hand bell choir, 
Glory Ringers, will begin 

our 2016-2017 season with rehearsal on Thursday, 
September 8 and our first performance on Sunday, 
September 18.   We always need new ringers.  While it 
is certainly helpful to be able to read notes, we have 
had many successful ringers with little or no note read-
ing experience.  Not ready to commit to full time bell 
ringing?  We can always use substitute ringers for 
practices and performances.  If you are interested in 
ringing, please contact Tom Irwin at 887-0218 or con-
tact the Church Office.  You can also sign up on Rally 
Sunday, September 11th. 
     Glory Ringers would also like to thank all of those 
who have contributed monetary gifts to the bell choir 
fund.  It is inspiring to know that people support us in 
this way. 
  Tom Irwin, 
              Director 
 



 

 

Finances/Council Highlights/Church Keys 

                   Finance$ at Fir$t  
 

 A review of the financial statements for June 
were reviewed by the Finance Committee at the July 12th 
meeting.  A shortfall of approximately $14,000 exists on a 
year to date basis between income and expenditures and 
the mortgage balance is currently at $766,218 thru June 
30th.  Monthly income actual was $33,545 compared to a 
budget of $34,735.    
 A cost center analysis was reviewed for each cat-
egory of expense.  On a ‘Year to Date’ basis the category 
of mission leadership (staff expense) is below budget by 
$7800.   Compared to last year,  with a YTD shortfall of 
approximately $48,000, we are doing much better.  The 
Finance Committee will pursue the other cost-saving 
measures noted in the April 24th meeting.  Those 
measures include re-financing the mortgage, as well as 
doing a facility energy audit to find ways to reduce our 
utility costs. 
 May God bless us as we continue to pull together 
for the sake of God’s ministry! 
 

Joe Bonnett & Bob Viola,   Co-Treasurers 

June Council Highlights: 
  

Bob Viola is filling in for Jill Gibson, the busi-
ness manager, who has resigned.  A committee 
is currently interviewing candidates for the posi-
tion.   

Joe Bonnett and Bob Viola reviewed the cost 
reduction action plan.  They are currently re-
negotiating the current mortgage.   

Pastor Mark announced the resignation of Sheree 
Voigt.  The title of her position will change to 
“Administrative Assistant.” 

An apartment has been found for the new intern.   
For Our Generation (FOG) is using our building 

for practice.  They will be performing in August.   
A new call committee will need to be established 

in the near future for an associate pastor.  We are 
looking for installation in the summer of 2017. 

There is a need for a Sunday School Coordina-
tor, as well as leaders for our two youth choirs.   

July Council Highlights: 
 
       Joe Bonnett reported that First Lutheran has re-
 ceived the remainder of the Gilbert Koch estate 
 gifted to our congregation; also a gift has been 
 received from the estate of Jeanette Braatz.  The 
 Church Council recommend that a major portion 
 of the gifts will help with refinancing the mort
 gage, as well as a portion being placed in un
 designated estate gifts earmarked for major facili-
 ty maintenance projects, a portion for local/ 
 church benevolence, and a portion to go into the 
 general fund.  
       Rev. Steve Kottke, Assistant to the Bishop, South 
 Central Synod of Wisconsin, will be at the Coun-
 cil meeting, on September 21 to talk about the f
 uture staffing process for our congregation. 
       Pastor Mark informed the Council about the 
 Evangelism Committee’s plan to sponsor an 
 ‘Ecumenical Commemoration of the Refor-
 mation’ event at Wayland Academy on Refor
 mation Day, October 31st!  Renowned Luther 
 scholar Dr. Franz Posset will be the keynote 

Do You Have a Key to this Door? 
 

     Yes, the picture on the left is of the 
front doors to our church building.  If 
you happen to have a key to these doors 
or any doors to our church, please con-
tact the Church Office @ 885-4497 to 
Tom Scewczyk, Facilities Manager 
know that you have a key.  We are up-
dating the master list so everyone’s co-
operation is appreciated!  Thank you! 



 

 

History Books/PAL/Light Exercise/Gathering Table 

We Still Have Copies Available….. 
   

 THROUGH THESE DOORS AND BEYOND 

  First Lutheran’s history...Through These Doors and Be-
yond was written by Phyllis Nager (shown above) and her 
committee to celebrate the 150th anniversary in 2010.  It’s 
available in the church office for only $10. 
  This book is filled with selected highlights from the past.  
The content was taken from early church records dating back 
to 1860 and from stories and memories gathered from mem-
bers of the church.  It tells the story of German immigrants 
that came to a new country and settled in Wisconsin shortly 
after it became a state.  These settlers in the Beaver Dam area 
brought skills and talents important to the development of a 
new land.  They also brought strong religious beliefs result-
ing in the formation of the Lutheran Society in the communi-
ty.  This was the beginning of First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  The book answers questions about traditions and 
recounts changes that have taken place through the years. 
  Stop by the church office to get a copy of this book.  It’s a 
blessing to recount our faith legacy.   

Are You a PAL? 
 
“Are You a PAL?  The Beaver Dam Unified School 
District is looking for volunteers to participate in the 
Partners Are Learning program. Partners are Learning 
volunteers are matched with a student in grades 3 – 8, 
and meetings are held twice each week at the student’s 
school. Please consider sharing 90 minutes of your time 
(two 45-minute weekly sessions, before or after school) 
with a youth 
who could use 
assistance in 
completing 
homework, 
learning math 
facts, reading 
and being a 
PAL! 
 
   If you can 
do this, please  
 contact Barb Loeffler-Hartl at 920-887-5300, ext. 
1135, or email her at loefflerb@bdusd for more infor-
mation, or with questions.  Please consider helping our 
children in this important way! 

Gathering Table 
 

  “WANTED: PEOPLE who enjoy good food and good 
conversation!  It is time again to think about the 
“Gathering Table” group.  It is a fun way to get to 
know fellow church members over good food and good 
conversation.  The committee of Gail Henschel (887-
1215), Jan Laabs (887-1253), Eileen Bonnett (356-
1391) and Joyce Balliette (623-2413) will soon be work-
ing on the 2016-2017 schedule.  A hostess/host will be 
assigned for each month (Nov/Jan/Mar/May).  Each 
group consists of seven to nine people.  The hostess/host 
chooses the place (home or restaurant) for the group, 
and contacts the 
group to set up a 
time.  Those al-
ready on the list 
need not re-apply.  
Those wishing to 
join, please con-
tact one of the 
committee mem-
bers.  Please do 
so by August 15, 
2016.  Last sea-
son we had seven 
groups.  Let’s try 
to increase that 
number.  Looking 
forward to seeing 
new faces and 
familiar faces!” 

 
We can all agree!  Food and fellowship are good!!! 

  A Light Exercise Class 
will be available again this 
fall for all those interested! A 
class session is planned from 
September 19 – October 24. 
Jody Medford will lead the 
class on Mondays from 
10:00am – 11:00am in the 
Lower Level Conference 
Room. Cost is $2.50 per ses-
sion if paid in full for the 
entire six weeks. Otherwise, 
the cost is $3.00 per session 
if you just drop in. More in-
formation will be provided in 
your bulletins as the date ap-
proaches.  

 

Exercise keeps you young!! (Eileen will be 93 in October!) 



 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSES…..     There is still plenty of summer left for barbques, campfires and cooking on the grill.  
These activities, while enjoyable, and usually with tasty treats connected to them, pose the risk for burns.  The immedi-
ate first aid for burns is cold water and even better is an ice pack of any sort.  An example of a first degree burn is sun-
burn, which is red and warm to the touch and can be very sore for the person burned.  Use sunscreen with at least an SPF 
of 50.  First degree burns can also be obtained by touching a hot object.  Most commonly, touching a hot object produces 
a second degree burn.  This is the burn that produces a blister and is quite painful.  Again, use ice as immediate first aid.  
Avoid putting any creams or ointments on that burn.  Why?  If you think it hurts now, wait until you go to Urgent Care 
to get it evaluated and they have to wash off whatever you put on.  OUCH!!!  Not all burns require a trip to the hospital/
clinic for evaluation.  Use your best judgment.  However, burns on children and on anyone’s face, head, neck area, and 
hands or feet where the burn covers multiple joint surfaces should be medically evaluated.  If you get a second degree 
burn that produces a blister, try your best to keep the blister intact until it breaks on its own.  The blister is nature’s Band
-Aid to keep infection at bay and give the new skin time to develop.     
     Angie and I are available by contacting the Church Office, 
885-4497; leave a message and we will call you back. Our 
email address is below. We also have office hours at church 
every second Sunday between the 8 and 10:30 services.  
 
 

Angie Olson, RN, BSN  Bob Gionet, RN, BSN 
angieo@churchclinic.org bobg@churchclinic.org 

Parish Nurse/Lutheran World Relief/Equal Exchange  

 

HELP CHILDREN: 
DONATE SCHOOL KITS! 

 
 
 

     We are approaching that time of the year when we again draw attention to Lutheran World Relief. Lutheran World 
Relief helps people all around the world who are in need or who have suffered from some disaster. Now we give each 
member at First Lutheran a chance to help in some way. 
     School supplies are on sale in August so we are stressing school kits. A school kit may provide the only  
supplies for children returning to school after the disruption caused by war or natural disaster. School kits help parents 
continue their children’s education, even while living in refugee camps. A school kit may also be used in adult literacy 
classes. 
     Each school kit is to include the following (any items you provide are appreciated): 

 Four spiral notebooks (8 ½ x 11) containing 70 sheets 

 One blunt scissors – not pointed 

 One ruler – with centimeters on one edge 

 One pencil sharpener 

 Five unsharpened new pencils with erasers 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel pens) 

 One eraser, approximately 2 1/2” long 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 
     These items can be brought to church any time and placed in boxes in Friendship Hall marked Lutheran World Re-
lief. There is no need to enclose the items in a kit. 
     Let’s all work together and make this a great year for Lutheran World Relief. 

                                                     EQUAL EXCHANGE  
      Need a really great gift for someone?  Please look for our coffees, teas, chocolate and olivewood 
when you are at church.  We will have our display in Friendship Hall again on the 2nd weekend of Au-
gust.  If you need something during the month at another time, just contact the Church Office at 920-
885-4497.  Please keep these items in mind for your gift giving throughout the year.  Doing this helps 
arts and farmers in 3rd world countries.               Thank you! 



 

 

Stewardship News/Vicar Pat’s Last Sunday

Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share 
“Declare how much God has done for you”-Luke 8:39 

We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard!”-Acts 4:20 
 

 We all have stories to tell: humorous happenings, learning experiences, news 
about our families, triumphs and tragedies, and plans for the future.  
 
 As the people of God, we have stories to tell about what God has done for us 
and about the difference that God’s grace has made in our lives. Sometimes we are less 
aware of these stories until they are coaxed out of us-but they are there, part of who we 
are. 
 
 That’s not all. Whether we know it or not, we also have stories to tell about 
what God has done through us-stories about how God has used us to make a difference 
in the lives of others. Getting to know those stories makes us even more aware of 
God’s grace.  God has given us so much and the gifts of God are for sharing. 
 
                       We all have stories to tell…… 
 
 The Bible is a collection of stories about people with gifts to share-stories about people whose lives were so 
changed by God that they were able to make a difference in the lives of others. This fall, we will be focused on storytell-
ing and on giving-and to think of both storytelling and giving as grateful responses to the grace of God.  
  
---The Stewardship Committee 

Pictures from Vicar Pat’s Final Sunday  
Celebration, July 24th! 

 We bid farewell to Vicar Pat Schutz on her last Sunday as our vicar.  Here are some pictures of that day.  Vicar 
Pat wanted to be sure everyone knows how much she appreciated the loving care and support of our congregation this 
past year.  It was a grand day to celebrate her great year with us! 

 
 
 
Vicar Pat helping to   ‘Moses’ & ’Aaron 
mold our children’s     pleading to “Let Our  
faith.                  Vicar Go” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Mark helping Vicar Vicar Pat surrounded 
Pat find a hat that fits.  It was- by members of the 
almost ‘unbearable’ to watch!   congregation at her 
            final worship service 
        with us.   God bless 
          Vicar Pat in the 
      years ahead! 
                
                   
                          
 



 

 

Rummage Sale/Dottie/Joyful Praise! 

Rummage Sale News 
     A HUGE THANKS again to all who helped in any way with our Annual Rummage/Bake Sale.  We now have 3 rooms to store 
our items and they are starting to fill up.  You may drop off your items for the 2017 sale NOW.   Please drop off donated items to 
the office from 9am – 4pm, Monday through Friday.  If at all possible, please have your items packed in a box for ease in stacking 
on the shelves. We do have a limited amount of empty boxes for you to use.  
     We can’t accept older TV’s, entertainment centers, outdated car seats, 
computers or carpet (unless  new).   When bringing your items to church, 
the larger items go into the lower storage room by the Sunday School 
rooms.  All boxed items go to the storage room to be put onto the shelves 
and pallets.   
     The dates for the next annual sale are April 27-28-29, 2017.  Save the 
date of Saturday, April 22nd to help with staging tables/fixtures and bring-
ing items up from our storage rooms.  We will also stay until noon to start 
organizing the clothing donations. 
Items for the Christmas Bazaar can be dropped off also; please mark the 
box to indicate that it contains  Christmas decorations or new items for 
gifts.   The date of the Bazaar is December 3, 2016.  We have 3 crafters 
spaces left to rent as of this article.  We are also looking for an Avon deal-
er.  If you know of anyone, please let us know our applications. 
We are also looking for a group to run the food stand for the Christmas 
Bazaar/Bake Sale.  Please contact us as soon as possible if you are able to 
help in this way. 

                           There are empty shelves waiting for your donations! 
Pat and Carol 

Disciple of the Month 
 

Dottie Flanagan 
 
      Our “Disciple of the Month” for August is Dottie (Dorothy) 
Flanagan.  She was born in Milwaukee.  She is retired, but when her 
health was better she enjoyed wood work, art, writing and publishing.  
She has visual issues and uses a tele-sensor which magnifies any writ-
ten print so she can keep up with her reading.  In the past she has also 
enjoyed volunteering, especially with the elderly.  She has written 
poetry and prose …. Ask her about her book! 
 Since joining First Lutheran in October of 2014, she has been 
an active greeter at almost all of our Saturday night services.  Her 
warm heart and friendly spirit shine through the moment you meet 
her. Thank you for your faithful discipleship here at First Lutheran 
Church!                Thank you, Dottie! 

  JOYFUL PRAISE!!! 
 

 Calling all singers! …ELW Hymn 886 is "Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing." Well, one thousand would cause serious logistical overload: space, music, mi-
crophones, mailings...... even one hundred new voices would be pushing the envelope. 
But I/we certainly would welcome, and pray for, TEN new voices to join us in singing 
our great Redeemer's praise. We’ve got robes, clean stoles (Thank you, estate of 
Arleen Wiedenhoeft!), and music for up to 25. We could always order more! Looking 
forward to making a joyful noise to the Lord! 
    Joyful Praise Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday, September 7. We 
meet in the Chapel at 7:30 p.m. We may be taking a vote to see if 7:00 works better, 
as we did in the spring. Our first Sunday helping to lead worship will be September 
11. Then, we meet at 7:30 a.m. for our warm-up before 8:00 worship. Our accompa-
nist is Marty Slager. 
     The choir's role is to proclaim the Gospel through song. The group offers an an-
them, carefully selected to fit the lectionaries. The Spirit works in amazing ways in 
this process. The group also helps lead the hymns and liturgy, both to support the con-
gregation and the radio broadcast. 
     Preparation for all this happens on Wednesday evening rehearsals, and pre-service warm-ups.  Plan to come! 
  Mary Irwin, Director 



 

 

Youth Room Donations 
       
     Our Youth Room averages 10-15 kids per day during the school year.  Our summer 
hours will continue through the month of August.  We will be open Monday through 
Thursday 12-3pm.  Hours beginning the week after Labor Day, the hours will be 2:45-
5:00pm.  We need your help with fruit juice, healthy snacks or monetary donations to pur-
chase some of the nutritious items.  Thank you! 

Youth News 
 

Confirmation Camp, 2016 
 

 We had 13 youth attend the Confirmation Camp @ Pine Lake on June 19-24!  It was a great week of faith building and 
fun.  The pastoral staff from First Lutheran took turns being with our youth during that week.  Vicar Pat took the first 2 days, 
Pastor Mark took the middle two days and Pastor Terry took the last two days.  The following pictures show some of the activi-
ties from the week.  May God bless our young people as they grow in faith. 
 

              WORSHIP 
                                                                         
                                                                                         ADVENTURE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   

   FRIENDSHIP                                                                        CRAFTS AND BIBLE STUDY 



 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES BEGIN AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER! 
       

     Important upcoming dates: 
   - Confirmation Orientation is September 7th @ 7:00p.m. (Friendship Hall) 
         - Rally Sunday is September 11th @ 9:15a.m (Lower Level Conference Room) 
    - 9th Grade Confirmation Retreat is Saturday, September 24, 9:00am-5pm 
         - 9th Grade Confirmation Reception/Rehearsal is Wednesday, October 19 @ 6:30pm 
   - Confirmation Sunday is October 30 @ 10:30a.m. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
      6:00pm Wednesday — Casual 
        5:30pm Saturday – Traditional 
         8:00am Sunday – Traditional  
             (Broadcast Live on WBEV) 
       10:30am Sunday – Contemporary  
             Child Care Available Sunday 
                       8:00 to 11:30am   
Sunday School – 9:15am (Beginning Sept. 11) 

 

Contact us… 
 Office:  920-885-4497  M-F 9am-4pm CDT 

    Fax:  920-885-5886 
        E-mail:  churchoffice@firstluthbd.org 

website:  www.firstluthbd.org 
 

Rev. Mark D. Jensen          Rev. Terry Larson 
920-318-9593                      608-513-1360 
revjensen@firstluthbd.org              revlarson@firstluthbd.org 
 
                       Vicar Tim Knipfer  
                          
                              

Handicapped Accessible/Hearing Assisted 
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 FOCUS 

Staff 
 
 
Heather Gensch Ganske, Administrative Assistant 
Deb Vis, Receptionist  
Bob Percifield, Accountant  
Tom Szewczyk, Facilities Manager 
John Huebner, Custodian 
Phyllis Eilbes, Shared Ministry Coordinator 
Mary Irwin, Kathi Wiedenhoeft & Marty Slager,     
     Choir Directors 
Tom Irwin, Bell Choir Director 
Dick Dornbrook, Sunday School Coordinator 
Cheryl Poetter & Liz Figueroa, Nursery 
Marty Slager, Organist & Accompanist 
Bob Schwoch, Sound Coordinator 

                   2016 Church Council 
 
Bev Anderson                         President 
Signe Schecher                       Vice-President 
Katelynn Strieff                       Secretary 
Bob Viola & Joe Bonnett       Co-Treasurers 
 
 
 Pat Abitz (Education)       Shaun Bradley (Finance) 
 Roger Herpel (Property)   Mitch Klug (Youth)         
 Mary Kahler (Worship)     Don Erstad (Stewardship) 
 Sherry Jaquet (Worship)   Jeff Klug (Personnel/Property) 
                  Vikki Fischer-Kurth(Evangelism) 

IF YOU HAVE CHANGED FROM A LAND LINE 
TO A CELL PHONE, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
CHURCH OFFICE WITH YOUR NEW NUMBER!  
THANK YOU! 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE @   
              WWW.FIRSTLUTHBD.ORG 


