
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Confirmation Expectations
What is Affirmation of Baptism and why is it important? 
Confirmation is a time for youth to learn about the promises parents, sponsors, and the congregation made for them at their baptism. With guidance from teachers, pastors, and mentors throughout the Confirmation program, youth learn what these promises mean for the life today. When they are ready, typically in the fall of their 9th grade year, youth choose to affirm their baptismal promises for themselves. This is an important, life-giving journey for families and youth, with support from the entire congregation, in which to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Mission and Vision:

Keeping the same as that of First Evangelical Lutheran Church
“To experience and celebrate God’s amazing grace together”

 “We envision a ministry where adults and youth meet at the cross of Christ, sharing God’s love between the generations. We see parents and families making faith and discipleship a priority. We see a safe space where every person knows they are loved, welcome, and have a place here.”

Expectations: 

1. Being Present (Attendance)

a. Being present and putting time and effort into your relationships with God and those with you on your faith journey (Hebrews 10:24-25)

b. Being present is expected so you can learn, and also because your presence is a gift to all who come. We will take attendance at every time together; however, we understand that life is busy, we just ask that you let us know when you will not be able to make it to a class. We also understand that certain family situations, travel plans, and other factors do not allow some youth to be at everything; please just talk to us in advance. Remember, you will get out of this experience what you put into it. 

2. Study/Education

a. Understand what it means to be a Christian with a Lutheran understanding and be able to articulate that belief to others (2 Timothy 3:14-17)
b. 6th Grade: Lutheran History & Catechism (reviewed every year), Year 1: Collaborate Materials – Bible Focused, Year 2: Confirm, Not Conform
c. Attend class on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, and 5th Wednesdays of each month.
d. Sunday morning youth group is encouraged, but not required. We will meet as a Middle & Mighty group in the Upper Room.
3. Worship

a. Being part of the church, a community of believers, to give honor and praise to God (Romans 12:1-2)

b. All students are required to Acolyte during their time in Confirmation. The schedule will be emailed out through our new Ministry Scheduler. If you need an account, Sandy Abel in the office can assist you. 
c. Students are also to participate in worship in other ways during the year: helping with Youth-Led Wednesday Worship, reading, ushering, altar guild, tech & sound board, youth praise band, and special music. Students need at least 3 other activity cards from these opportunities. Worship activity slips are on the Youth & Family Bulletin Board.
d. All youth are asked to complete twenty (20) worship notes each year. We have worship on Sundays at 8am and 10:30am and Wednesdays at 6pm regularly through the year. With Lenten worship and holiday worships, there are over 110 opportunities during the year. Also, notes can be completed at other churches; please turn in the church bulletin as well.

4. Service

a. Giving of yourself and your time to others – at home, in the community and in the world (Mark 10:43-45)

b. Complete 3 activities each year (September-August). Each project is a specific activity, not counted in hours. There will be opportunities for group service projects as well as individual service projects as well. Service slips are on the Youth & Family Bulletin Board.
5. Fellowship

a. Surround yourself with others in Christian community, realizing that being part of the church is not only fun but beneficial for building relationships 
(1 John 1:5-7)
b. Participate in a minimum of two middle school youth activities per year. There are options provided almost every month. We want to emphasize that there is more to our faith than simply learning. We are called to be in Christian community with our peers. 
6. Church Ministry

a. Be actively involved in the work of the church; be able to show, “What does it mean to be a member of the church?” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)
b. There are many aspects to being an active member of a church – from being a voting member, to being on a committee, to helping lead the church on the council. Complete three meetings during your time in Confirmation. 
i. Sit in on one committee meeting. Remember, you have a voice at this meeting. Join in the conversation around the table. A schedule of meetings is available in the monthly focus or via phone call to the church office.  Note sheets are under the Youth & Family Bulletin Board.
ii. Visit one council meeting, for one hour. You are visiting this meeting to see what it means to be the guiding board of the congregation. Council meetings are monthly on the third Wednesday of the month at 7 PM in the Lower Level Conference Room. Note sheets are under the Youth & Family Bulletin Board.
7. Family/Cross-Generational
a. Strengthens the relationships within the immediate family unit, as well as in the church family (Ephesians 3:14-19)
b. We are asking that you be present at all events. There will be sign-in sheets available at each event.
c. Mentoring is a time of growing and journeying together in faith. There are six (6) Wednesdays during Lent that you will meet with your mentor – we ask that you come and have soup supper, complete conversation sheets, and attend worship together each week. 

d. Mentors must be chosen by December 1st. Mentor sheets are under the Youth & Family Bulletin Board.
8. Retreats/Outdoor Ministry

a. Experience God outside of the church building and in His creation, getting away from the distractions of life, meet other people in Christ’s larger family (Mark 1:35)
b. You are asked to participate inthat you are in Confirmation 
i. Quake (February or March)
ii. Retreat (before your Confirmation Day)
iii. Confirmation Camp at Pine Lake, Waupaca, WI (June)
9. Funds Available

a. First Lutheran has dedicated funds available to help cover the necessary costs of the experiences listed above:
i. Kim Schuster Leadership Scholarship: The fund may pay up to one half of a specific activity per application. Exceptions can be made by special permission through the Youth & Family Ministry Team. If you are interested in applying, there are application forms under the Youth & Family Bulletin Board.

ii. Youth Event Scholarship: If your child would like to participate, but money is an issue, this fund is available for use. The Youth & Family Leader is able to distribute these funds under the guidance of the Pastor.
Pastor Jim Wendt – pastor@firstluthbd.org 

Heidi Muenchow - Youth & Family Leader - heidi@firstluthbd.org
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