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FOCUS  
 ….on life at First 

June/July 2019 

Our Mission:   
To experience and celebrate 

God’s amazing grace together. 
 

Our Vision: 
    First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church will share God's      
amazing grace by welcoming, 

growing and serving in  
Christ’s name, enriching the  

well-being of all.  
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

Summer Worship Hours Begin 
Wednesday 6pm        Sunday 8am & 10am 
 

New Office Hours Begin 
Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm     Friday Closed 
 

Congregational Meeting & Vote 
Farewell and New Members Receptions  
June 2 
 

Altar Guild Meeting 
June 4 
 

Pentecost: Wear Red 
June 9 
 

Father’s Day Video Prior To Services 
June 16 
 

Focus Deadline - For August  
July 19 
 

5K Run/Walk 
July 20 
 

 
 

*See Youth & Family Dates On Page 3* 
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Dear Friends at First, 
 

My YOUNGEST brother, Glenn, who is also an ELCA pastor and served his first 
call at First Lutheran, turned 60 a couple of years ago. His wife gave him a t-shirt 
that said: “I thought getting old would take longer!”   
 

Me too! And I also thought – a couple of years back – that arriving at retirement 
would take longer! My “first retirement” from Faith Lutheran in Columbus was just 
exactly two years ago.  I thought the final weeks and months of ministry would be a 
sort of “farewell tour” when I would accomplish everything I always hoped to 
accomplish and do all those things I would like to have done to feel the job I was 
called to was complete. * 
 

It turns out it doesn’t work that way! What I experienced two years ago at Faith;  
I experience again here at First.  Even as retirement approaches, life continues to be 
what happens while you’re making other plans.  (I think that was John Lennon who 
said that.)  
 

So, when June comes I won’t have preached every sermon that is in me. Or taught 
every subject I would like to have taught. However, life goes on for me and for you. 
For me these next months will be more time with family and opportunities for 
travel. I also have the “To Do List” to catch up on like everyone else. 
 

For First these next few months will be boundlessly exciting!  You have worked at 
preparing for a new pastor for so long.  NOW comes the days of fulfilment for your 
patience.  First will be blessed by the ministry of a new pastor. 
 
Because a new pastor will need to live into the relationships with you that his/her 
ministry will be built on, your new pastor will need to do those things which are the 
building blocks of the relationship between pastor and people.  Each of you: be 
active in building that relationship!  Recommit to regular worship.  Get involved in 
at least one ministry of First: sing in the choir, become a Befriender, joint the 
quilters, be a youth mentor, etc.  There are so many opportunities to serve at  
First Lutheran.  That is part of the greatness of this congregation.  
 

Then, the new called pastor, will need to be the ones doing weddings and funerals 
and baptisms and all the rest of the things pastors do for their people.  
 

Ministry is built on relationships, and just because God has called me into 
retirement does not mean we can (or need to) stop caring about each other. But it 
does mean that we will live out our relationship in a new and different way. 
 

Lynne and I will continue to live in Columbus, in our long-time home. We will see 
you occasionally in a store or at some event around town. You might, out of habit, 
call me “Pastor Bob”.  I will correct you: “just ‘Bob’”! 
 

Sooner or later, there may well be future ministry I will do at First Lutheran.   
If nothing else, I’m a handy “supply preacher” just 14 miles down the road.   
BUT, you will have a new pastor to worship with you, counsel you, celebrate and 
mourn with you. Build that new relationship.  It is God’s gift to you. 
 

The God who has been so faithful in richly blessing First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church for over 150 years will continue to bless you as you seek to do God’s work 
here in Beaver Dam! 
 

In Christ, 
Pr. Bob Moberg 
                           * ”Ah, but a man's reach should exceed his grasp, Or what's a heaven for?”  

– from the poem “Andrea del Sarto” by Robert Browning 
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JOYFUL JUNCTION, NOTES FROM THE OFFICE, SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES, MINISTRY SCHEDULER PRO 

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE…  

 

For Those Who Turn In Receipts  
When turning in a receipt for our Accountant/Bookkeeper  

for expenses, please make sure to add a note with the  
following information: your name, your phone number, 

what the items are for (example Committee name). Thanks! 
 

Friendship Hall Doors 
If you have an event and need the Friendship Hall doors  

unlocked, please contact the office to schedule this. 
 

ARTICLE DUE DATE REMINDERS 
Focus: Due on the 3rd Friday of the month. 

Bulletin or E-Announcements: Due on Tuesdays by noon. 

All Aboard Family and Friends, 
 

Our 10th year of rotation Sunday School ended in May with a 
Jeopardy game, celebration of families and treats. 
 

We honor and give thanks for Donna Winker's 17 years of 
service to our  Sunday school program.  She has given endless 
hours of attention to organizing and maintaining our supplies 
and records as well as faithfully helping with Sunday 
mornings.  Thank you, Donna for all your contributions.   
We will miss you! 
 

A search and call to serve is now going out to you for an office 
assistant who will watch over name tags, supplies and be 
around to support our Sunday morning activities.  You will be 
working with a strong, cooperative staff of dedicated people. 
 

Stay tuned for more information about Adventure Camp 
coming July 29th and 30th from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm with lunch 
provided.  Helpers are always welcome.  Watch for Heidi's 
column "Youth and Family at First" for more details. 
 

Worship as a family this summer on Wednesdays at 6pm or 
Sundays 8am or 10am.  We'll be excited to start up again on a 
new journey of faith building in September!           
 

              Blessings and peace to you as you serve the Lord, 
                               Joyful Junction Staff  

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 2 pm 

Friday: Closed 

 

Office Staff Contact Info: 

Cynthia Larson - Accountant/Bookkeeper: Ext. 12 
Office Hours: Wednesday 9 am - 1pm 

Email: cynthia@firstluthbd.org 
~~~ 

Sandy Abel - Receptionist: Ext. 10 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9 am - 12pm 

Email: receptionist@firstluthbd.org 
~~~ 

Kathy Zellner - Events Coordinator: Ext. 13 
Office Hours: Monday 9 am - 2pm  and 

Tuesday - Thursday 10 am - 2 pm 
Email: eventscoordinator@firstluthbd.org 

~~~ 
Tiffany Severson - Administrative Assistant: Ext. 14 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 am - 2 pm  
Email: tiffany@firstluthbd.org 

SUMMER WORSHIP TIMES 

Wednesday: 6 pm 
Sunday: 8 am and 10 am 

Even on vacation you can stay in connection with  
First Lutheran Church Services  

 

If you are not in town because of travel or vacation, there are ways 
you can stay in connection with First Lutheran services. 

 

On Sunday mornings at 8:00 A.M. WBEV radio broadcasts our 
worship service.  If you are out of range of the radio signal, you can 

still join us by the internet.  Simply  go to www.dailydodge.com   
Go to the WBEV side and click on Listen Live.   

 

The video of the weekly Scripture Readings, Children’s message, and 
sermon are also available on either YouTube or the worship page on 

the church’s website. 
 

If you want to find us on YouTube, type in “the date, First Lutheran 
Church, Beaver Dam, WI” on the You Tube website's search engine.  

 

On our church's website, go to the Worship Page, scroll down the left 
hand column, and click on the date you wish to view.   

 

If you have any problems or suggestions, contact the  
Audio-visual team. Have a great summer! 

Ministry Scheduler Pro  
The online participants calendaring program for worship 
helpers scheduling has been launched. An email with a 

link to the site and log in info has been sent to the 
current worship helpers. Anyone interested in becoming 

a worship helper may contact Sandy in the office and 
she will set up an account for you. There is also an app 

available to download on your smart phone!! 

Synod Assembly 2019 
Participants: Bill & Kathi Wiedenhoeft, Adam Pfister,  
Rebecca Hose, Heidi Muenchow, & Pastor Bob Moberg 
Theme: Building Beloved Community: Strengthening Our Souls for 
Leadership 
Keynote Speaker: Ruth Haley Barton 
 

Highlights: 
Synod Reports: Bishop, Nominations Committee,  

Synod Secretary, Synod Treasurer, Synod Vice President, 
Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership Support,  
Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life, and the ELCA. 

Welcomed the Rev. Walter A. Baires as new Assistant to the 
Bishop/Director for Evangelical Mission 

Only had one ballot - voted for youth representative for  
Synod Council, all positions had only one nominee 

Resolutions: Proposed Social Statement: Faith, Sexism, and 
Justice: A Lutheran Call to Action, Diakonia, Memorial on 
Carbon Fee & Dividend, Faith in Society Forums for the  
21st Century, Supporting Refugee Children, No Way to Treat  
a Child: Protecting the Human Rights of Palestinian Children, 
Immigration Reform and Refugee Resettlement 

Another meeting of this synod assembly will take place in Fall, 
2019 for the sole purpose of attending to the 2020 budget. 

Keynote Speaker - Ruth Haley Barton - Went through  
“How is it with your soul?” assessment - to assess the state  
of our souls in ministry. 

Offerings included to our Bishop’s Discretionary Fund: $4,059.68; 
GHM: 150 newborn kits, 57 hospital kits, 3,209 rolled bandages; 
Packed 1,000+ bags for Blessings in a Backpack 

 

If you’re interested in learning more about what we experienced 
in the workshops, we are open to share! 

http://www.dailydodge.com
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YOUTH & FAMILY 

As the school year comes to a close, I’m sure everybody is 
ready for warm weather, new growth, and some summer fun! I 
can’t help but reflect on this past school year and think about 
all the happy times and the not-so-happy times that came with 
it. Recently, after sharing some resources with a parent, I was 
invited to the middle school to attend their Anti-Bullying Club 
that is starting as a result of many negative situations that arose 
at the middle school. Some of the youth told me about what 
was going on and how they were starting this group to 
hopefully help change the culture of the middle school and 
make it a better place. What a positive and productive way to 
take a stand, spread awareness, and help those who experience 
bullying. 
 
Are there negative situations in your life or in the lives of your 
loved ones? What can you do to take action? To help spread 
positivity? How are you going to make an impact? May these 
youth inspire you as they have inspired me.  
No matter what life throws your way, know that there is a God 
who loves you deeply. Hold on to this everlasting love that 
nobody can take away from you. You have value; everybody has 
value! May we all have the courage to take a stand and make a 
difference. 

 
LOFT Name Change 
It has been brought to my 
attention that there is another 
LOFT in Beaver Dam! Who 
knew? Due to this, there has 
been some confusion at the 
middle school as the other LOFT 
is associated with Youth for 
Christ. What a great 
opportunity! Even though I’d 
rather not change the name, it is 
out of respect for the already 
established LOFT.  
So, we decided to change the 
name to the second choice pick 

from our vote last year: Upper Room! The Upper Room is where 
the disciples met (Acts 1:13, Mark 14:15). We will be having an 
open house when we have everything completed this summer. 
We’re excited to share this space with you! 
 
There is an opportunity to learn, grow, and be in community 
with each other this summer. If you are in middle school or high 
school, you are welcome to come to the Upper Room on 
Monday through Thursday from 12-3 PM starting on Monday, 
June 10th. Lunch and a weekly activity will be provided. 
Participation forms and the schedule can be found on the Youth 
& Family Ministry page on our church website. Lunch is being 
provided by the Beaver Dam School District through their 
Summer Feeding Program! If you would like to help in some 
way or have any questions, please contact Heidi. 
 
 

Beyond the Book 
Are you interested in joining a Book Study this summer?  
Kathi Wiedenhoeft and Heidi Muenchow are starting a  
book study group called Beyond the Book. The first book  
we will be reading and discussing is Americanah by 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. Please contact Kathi  
or Heidi if you would like to be a part of this group. 

We are heading to Oshkosh, WI on 
Saturday, July 13th to experience 
Lifest! The Lineup for the afternoon/
evening include: Skillet, Danny Gokey, 
Sidewalk Prophets, Passion Music, and 

Jen Ledger. There are speakers and seminars that you can 
participate in as well. We will leave the church at 12PM. Please 
register and pay by July 1st. Adults (16+): $30, Youth (8-15): $15, 
8 & under free. Listen to LIFE 102.5 on the radio to experience 
some of the bands that will be playing. “Lifest, the largest 
Christian music festival in the nation, is a place where you can 
celebrate the love of God and connect with the family of faith. 
Featuring over 100 acts on 7 stages, this family-friendly event is 
sure to have music and activities for all ages.” 
 

 

Service Opportunities 
There are some service opportunities available to all members 
this summer! If you are interested in participating in any of the 
following opportunities, please contact Heidi. 
 

Help with the Summer Youth Room Program:  
Help sew curtains, help make decor/do arts & crafts, have fun 
with youth, provide drinks 
 

Habitat for Humanity Home Build in Juneau 
Wednesday, June 19th: 12-3 PM  
 

Car Wash Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity 
Sunday, June 23rd: 7:30-Noon  
 

Highway Clean Up 
Saturday, June 29th: 8 AM-Noon  
 

Drive-Thru Brat Fry Fundraiser for the Upper Room (LOFT) 

Friday, July 26th 
 
Adventure Camp 
Monday, July 29th and Tuesday, July 30th: 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 
 
 

Adventure Camp -July 29th & 30th from 8:30AM-3:30PM 
- Lunch & snacks provided - FREE 
At Adventure Camp, kids discover that even though life gets 
wild, God is good. Adventure Camp is filled with incredible  
Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! 
Fun crafts, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty 
treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith 
flow into real life.  
 

Are you ready to sign your kids up for Adventure Camp?! 
Adventure Camp is open to all children going into 5K through 
6th grade for the 2019-2020 school year. There are registration 
forms on the Sign Up Here Bulletin Board. Would you rather sign 
up online? No problem! You can do that too! Go to our church 
website: www.firstluthbd.org, click on the Ministries tab, and 
click on the “Click here to sign up for Adventure Camp 2019”  
We look forward to having you and your children join us for this 
life-changing adventure!  

Youth & Family at First - Heidi Muenchow 

http://www.firstluthbd.org
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2019 RUMMAGE SALE AND BAKE SALE, LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

 

The May Bake Sale was very successful because  

of the wonderful baked goods brought in. We had a total sale 

amount of $1,039.05!!! Thanks so much to everyone that 

baked and to those that helped package the items.  

Thanks also to the helpers during the sale.  

We were blessed! 

 

Lutheran World Relief 
 

Lutheran World Relief shipping date is early this year—
September 14. Lutheran World Relief helps people all 

around the world who are in need or have suffered from 
some disaster. We give each member of First Lutheran  

a chance to help in some way.  
 

School supplies are on sale in July and August, so we are 
asking for school kits. A school kit may provide the only 
supplies children may have returning to school after the 
disruption caused by war or natural disaster. School kits 

help parents continue their children’s education,  
even those living in refugee camps. A school kit  

may also be used in adult literacy classes. 
 

Each school kit is to include the following: 
(any items your provide is appreciated) 

 
• Four 70 sheet spiral notebooks (8 1/2 x 11) 

• One blunt scissors (not pointed) 
• One ruler, with centimeters on one edge 

• One pencil sharpener 
• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel pens) 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 

These items, as well as bar soaps, can be brought to 
church and placed in boxes in Friendship Hall marked 

Lutheran World Relief starting the end of June. Please do 
not enclose the kit or any of the contents in plastic bags. 

 
Let’s all work together and make this a great year for  

Lutheran World Relief. 

 

2019 14th Annual Rummage/Bake Sale/ Food Stand 
 
WOW! We asked for HELP and YOU delivered. Many members 
came and the items in the 3 storage rooms were brought up quickly. 
We stayed until noon and started the sorting process. Sunday 
afternoon we came back and worked another 2 hours.  Perfect for 
those who weren’t able to help us during the week.  This gave us a 
GREAT HEAD START for the week. Thank you! 
 
We made $7,957.44.  This includes: Rummage Sale -$6,569.38  
Bake Sale -$1,039.05  Food Stand -$349.01 advertising of $125.44.  
The proceeds of $7,557.44 will go toward the mortgage principal. 
$400 is being held in our account to purchase more tables and a 
Thanksgiving Banner from the Rummage Sale Team. 
 
We have some of our 8 foot white tables missing, would anyone 
know where they are stored?  We had purchased these for our 
various sales and can’t find.  Lots of tables are used for the 
rummage sale. 
 
Thanks To:  Culvers for their generous donation of providing 
custard for our afternoon break Monday-Wednesday.  We had 
toppings of strawberries and a variety of syrups to make a sundae or 
root beer float.  
 
Thanks To:  Thrivent for their wonderful donation of a $250 action 
debit card, which helped us to purchase some of the groceries for 
the food stand and paying for the ad. 
 
Thanks To:  Steve/Kim Swan for donating the ground chuck for our 
sandwiches/chili.  Also, picking up our cardboard and hauling items 
for the sale.   
 
Thanks to all for the generous donations.  To the office staff and 
volunteers for creating our advertising and sign-up sheets.  Dusty 
again for doing our PSA on the radio station. To Shaun Bradley and 
his crew for staging the tables.  
 
Marlene Muhle who sold Pat’s potholders and dishcloths the first 
day of sale.  Sales of $55.00. 
 
To our many members who showed up every day to help.  
Everyone who helped with the sale in any way.  We couldn’t 
accomplish this without ALL of your support. THANK YOU!  
We had lots of fun and great laughs.  
 
Save the dates of April 23-24-25 for the 2020 rummage sale. 
WE ARE TRULY BLESSED.  
 
- Rummage Sale Committee 
 
 
 
*** Carol Schultz *** 
Thanks to Carol Schultz for her leadership doing the past 14 years 
of the rummage sales.  She is stepping down from any future 
rummage sales.  When you see Carol please thank her for all  
of her hard work and leadership.  She will still do this year’s 
Christmas Bazaar and then retiring from any future sales.    
We appreciate her organizational skills and knowledge.   
If you want to join our team, please let us know.  
 
*** Pat Marthaler *** 
By the time you receive this Focus article I will be home recovering 
from full ankle joint replacement.  I can’t be weight bearing for 
6-8 weeks.  I have some wheels to use and I would love a visit or 
phone call to pass my time.  Hopefully I will be up and walking for 
the Christmas Bazaar.  I will be crocheting potholders and 
dishcloths to pass my time.  These will be available again for the 
Bazaar.  Please pray for a fast recovery for me. 

Our oldest shopper was                A HUGE THANK YOU 
  Ruby Westhuis, 102!!                            TO ALL!!! 



 

 5 

BEFRIENDERS 
Our Befrienders offer caring support for shut-ins and for those 
who are going through difficult life transitions such as divorce, 
loss of a loved one, family health issues and unemployment. 
Please contact a Pastor if you want to participate in the future. 
Remember to mention to the Pastor or the parish nurse, any 
changes you note in the people you are caring for. 
  

CALICO CUTUPS 
This is a group of women who meet the first Tuesday of  
every month at 9:00am to do crafts. If you are working on a 
craft, come join us! If you have something you started years 
ago, come join us! If you want to just bring a coloring book and 
crayons, come join us! We celebrate each other by visiting, 
laughing and creating. We typically go out to eat together  
afterwards for more fellowship.   
  
DARTBALL 
This group meets every Monday, September-March at 7:00pm. 
Try your luck at a game of dartball and enjoy treats and  
conversation. For more information please contact  
Marlin “Spin” Spindler at 887-2895. 
  
MANPOWER 
The group meets the first Monday each month at 6pm to  
discuss new ideas. The group would like to work with any  
interested youth in the future as well. You can attend our  
meetings at any time. We are looking forward to growing our 
work here at First! 
  
FIRST ACTS 
Our drama team is always looking for adults and teens to  
participate in dramas for church services. If interested, contact 
Dorothy Ebert at 920-885-3960 for more information.  
Thank you to the group for providing us with an  entertaining 
drama at the Live Nativity and skits throughout the year.  
  
LADIES AID 
This group of women aids the congregation in many events. 
They help with meals, special projects, and strive to be a  
support for the members. They meet the 4th Friday of each 
month September-May at 1:30pm. 
  
MEN’S BREAKFAST 
All men at First Lutheran are invited to the Men’s Breakfast 
which meets every Saturday from 8:00-9:30am at the  
Beaver Dam Community Hospital cafeteria. Our gatherings 
include a meal, fellowship and study.  
  
QUILTERS GROUP 
Meets every Wednesday of the month @ 9:00am, from  
Labor Day to Memorial Day. We can always use more help to 
make quilts for those in need. Please join us if you are able.  
We encourage the beginners and seasoned sewers and quilters 
to attend. 
  
RETIREES 
This group of retired folks gather to spend time together started 
by a devotion, then a meal catered by Ponderosa, ending with a 
speaker or guest. They meet the 2nd Wednesday at 11:30am.  
  
SHARON CIRCLE 
Come join us for a wonderful Bible lesson and good  
conversation. Call Jean Spindler with questions at 887-2895.  
  

FELLOWSHIP AND MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES, GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST 

THRIVENT GROUP 
This group meets monthly starting with by a potluck before the   
meeting. They enjoy fellowship and engage in projects that  
benefit the congregational community. As always, everyone 
from the congregation is welcome to attend... just bring a dish  
to pass and join in on our fun. 
  
WORSHIP TEXTS BIBLE STUDY 
We meet Mondays @ 9:00am year round. Deepen your  
worship experience with this preview into next week’s worship.  
  
YOGA 
We are currently meeting on Tuesday evenings from  
5:00-6:00pm. Come if and when you can. Improve your  total  
well-being through exercise appropriate for all ages. Free!  

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 

    New Spirit ~ Mondays @ 6:00pm 
(Contemporary music group who lead singing          

@ 10:30 worship, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 
 

   Joyful Praise ~ Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 
(Classical church choir who sing @ 8:00 worship,  

1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 

   Glory Ringers ~ Thursdays @ 7:00pm 
(Handbell choir who play @ 8:00 worship,             

3rd Sunday of the month) 
 

   Sparks ~ Sundays @ 11:30am 
(Elementary-aged singing group who sing  

@ 10:30 worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 
 

Youth Praise Band ~ 2nd & 4th Sundays practice  
at 9:15 am 

(MS/HS youth lead music @ 10:30 worship,  
2nd & 4th Sundays) 

 
 

Come share your gift of music! 

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN IN! 

Let’s Decorate the Church Red 
With Geraniums for Pentecost!!! 

 
We will be decorating First Lutheran’s Sanctuary for 
Pentecost on Sunday, June 9th. We are offering you an 
opportunity to purchase geraniums in memory or honor of 
someone special. The geraniums will be placed in church 
and then planted in the Prayer Garden. Or you may also 
come after the 10:00 am service on Sunday, June 16th to 
pick up your geraniums if you wish to take them home. 
4” Red Geranium ~ Price: $4.50 Each.  
Forms will be in your bulletins or  
can be picked up with the other inserts  
on the table in the Narthex. 
 
Don’t forget to WEAR RED  
to services on Sunday, June 9th! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=geranium&view=detailv2&&id=8DE2A88FE9A490608271E1CFEFFEF62B10B7CBF1&selectedIndex=6&ccid=iHIct%2f6p&simid=608021220947397499&thid=OIP.M88721cb7fea942c4075c5f6a7294bcbbo0
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PARISH NURSE,  WELCOME NEW MEMBERS, DEVOTIONAL BOOKS, SIMPLY GIVING CARDS 

Devotional Books Available… 
  

Christ In Our Home and Portals of Prayer 
booklets provide daily devotions and prayers 

for an entire quarter. 

From the Parish Nurse…. 
 

    Happy Father’s Day and a Happy 4th of July, seeing as 
this is a double issue.  
 
    With the summer months coming and our calendars 
becoming busier here’s a reminder of a couple of 
ministries that continue per usual.  One is Befrienders, 
which is the visiting ministry here at First for members 
that are in long term care facilities and who are home 
bound.  If you have a family member or know of a 
member of First that would benefit from this service 
please contact the office so we can update our list.  The 
Befrienders continue to make their visits to bring 
communion and comfort to members who cannot attend 
worship here at church.  If you are interested in joining 
this ministry leave a message at the office and I will 
contact you with more details. Another is your Parish 
Nurse.  I will continue to be here most Mondays from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m. and on second Sundays between the 
worship services.  Also, I’m available to you at your 
convenience by calling the church office and leaving a 
message with your name, phone number and a good time 
to return your call.   
 
   This is a good time to brush up on first aid for bruises, 
cuts, scrapes, minor burns, sprains and bug bites.  For 
fishermen and women review how to remove a hook and 
remember eye protection when fishing especially when 
fishing with a beginner who is casting near you.  There 
are almost certainly You Tube videos for this.  Shooters 
should also be using eye protection every time you are on 
the range.   
 
    Safe travels and wishing you and your family health 
    and happiness,  
                      Bob Gionet, R.N.  
                               Faith Community Nurse 
                               First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

(920) 885-6600 or (920) 885-5291 
www.koepsellfh.com 

 

 

Simply Giving Cards  
 

For those who give their church offerings through  
Simply Giving, we now have cards available that you can 

place in the basket with the other offerings.  
Please pick one up when you receive your  

bulletin prior to the service. 

It’s OK to Ask for Help 
 

There are a number of resources right here in our  
community that offer assistance in times of need.  

The following organizations can be used if you are in any type 
of need such as rent, utilities, groceries, etc. 

  

St. Vincent De Paul - 920-885-6971 
(Food Pantry open M-W-F 9am-12pm) 

 

Dodge County Community Action Council  - 920-885-9559 
 

Lutheran Social Services - 920-887-3171 
 

Salvation Army - 920-887-5348 

 
We welcomed new members to First  

on Sunday, June 2nd.  
Please welcome them!!! 

http://www.koepsellfh.com
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS,  FINANCE AT FIRST,  RETIREES, ALTAR GUILD, CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE, 5K 

 
 

Finances At First 
 

Thank you to all who worshiped in April and supported 
our Easter ministry. Financially what we were looking  
for in March did happen in April. The month turned  

out positive by $14,427, which leaves us only $5,447  
in the red year to date. Keep in mind this includes  

$5,000 for a new freezer in the kitchen. The positive 
progress will be inviting to a new pastor candidate.  

 

Bob Viola 

Treasurer 

Altar Guild 

The Members of Altar Guild will be meeting  
Tuesday, June 4th at 7pm. We hope to see you there! 

Anyone interested in joining Altar Guild is more  
than welcome to attend the meeting. Thank you! 

 

Council Highlights  
 

May 15, 2019 
 

• At the May 15 council meeting we discussed Pastor Bob’s 
last Sunday with us.  We have a lot planned for the time 
between services on June 2nd.  It is the first Sunday of 
summer worship services starting at 10 a.m. instead of 
10:30, so we will be busy.  We are planning a reception for 
Pastor Bob, but will also be welcoming new members at the 
10 a.m. service and they will also be recognized between 
services.  We are requesting that voting members meet in 
the church no later than 9:20 a.m. to cast ballots on whether 
to call our new pastoral candidate to join us here at First.  
We need at least 75 voting members present to call the 
vote, so please attend. 

 

• The call committee has worked very hard and had difficult 
choices to make among the wonderful candidates they 
interviewed.  Everyone will get a chance to meet the 
candidate and share sandwiches and desserts on May 29th 
between 5 and 7 p.m.  We are all very anxious to meet him.   

 

• We are having a shoe drive – but time is short.  There is a 
group called Bo’s Heavenly Clubhouse, a non-profit started 
by a family who lost their 10-month-old son a few years 
ago.  They support other families who have lost children.  
They are collecting shoes that will be sent to Haiti buy 
another non-profit.  They will receive funds from the other 
non-profit for the shoes collected and the funds will help 
provide care packages and support materials for their group.  
The collection ends May 31st, so if you have some gently 
used shoes, please bring them to the church to support  
Bo’s Heavenly Clubhouse. 

 

Your Council Team: 
 

          Vikki Fischer-Kurth Jonathan Gibbs 
 Shaun Bradley  Bob Viola 
 Tina Prust  Kelly Strieff 
          Katelynn Strieff  Jason Strom 
 Jeff Luck  Bryce Muenchow   
          Linda Joeckel  Jacob Prust 

Call Committee Update:  
 

The Call Committee and the Church Council are 

pleased to announce that they have chosen a 

candidate for First Lutheran’s called pastor!  
 

A Meet and Greet was held on Wednesday, May 29th 

from 5pm-7pm so all in the congregation had the 

opportunity to meet the chosen candidate.  
 

On Sunday, June 2nd, First Lutheran will hold a 

congregational meeting between services to vote on 

extending a call to the candidate the Call Committee 

and Church Council have chosen. If we have a 

positive vote, a Letter of Call will be sent to the 

Synod office for the Bishop’s review and signature. 

The Bishop will then send the letter to the candidate 

who will then have 30 days to accept or decline our 

call. If accepted, the candidate will then schedule the 

date for the Installation Service as our pastor. 
 

Thank you for your continued patience in this 

process and for our work together as the people of 

God here at First Lutheran. 

Worship in the Park  
Swan City Park  

August 4            Service at 10:00 am      Meal to follow 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, July 20, 2019 

 

5K Fun Run to benefit C.A.R.E. for Dodge County 
Community Awareness and Recovery Environment 

 

First Lutheran Church  
Start time 8:30 am 
Registration time 7:30 am 
 
$25 Pre-registration; $30 on day of run. 
$50 Family registration; 10 and under – Free 
 
Awards for top 3 male and top 3 female runners. 
 

Register by July 5th at the church or online at runsignup.com. 
Make checks payable to First Lutheran Church. 

Retirees 
 

I want to say Thank You to everyone who helps with the 
Retirees. Special thanks to Mary Irwin for playing piano for us 

and to Pastor Bob Moberg and Pastor Rolf Amundsen for 
leading our devotions. It takes a lot of people to make Retirees 

work. Thanks to all who clean, help with chores before our meal 
and after we eat, also those who help with church prep.  

There are so many parts to help with and so many people who 
help. I don’t want to miss anybody. It was a good year for us.  

Have a good summer. See everyone in September.  
If you have any suggestions you would like to talk about,  

feel free to call me at 887-7137. ~ Lucy Viola 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Child Care Available Sunday 
8:00am-11:00am  (summer) 

 
 

Sunday School: 9:15 am  
September-May 

 
Contact us… 

 Office:  920-885-4497       Fax:  920-885-5886 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

     
        E-mail:  churchoffice@firstluthbd.org 

Website:  www.firstluthbd.org 

Handicapped Accessible/Hearing Assisted 
Large Print Bulletins & Hymnals Available  
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 FOCUS 

Church Staff 
 

Tiffany Severson, Administrative Assistant 

Sandy Abel, Receptionist 

Kathy Zellner, Events Coordinator 

Cynthia Larson, Accountant/Bookkeeper  

John Huebner, Custodian 

Heidi Muenchow, Youth and Family Leader 

Dusty Szewczyk & Pat Abitz, Youth Room Supervisors 

Mary Irwin & Kathi Wiedenhoeft, Choir Directors 

Bryce Muenchow & Kari Zahs, Praise Band Directors 

Tom Irwin, Bell Choir Director 

Cheryl Poetter & Liz Figueroa, Nursery 

Mary Irwin & William Louis-Brux, Organists & Accompanists 

Bob Schwoch, Sound Coordinator 

 2019 Church Council 
 

Vikki Fischer-Kurth, President 

Shaun Bradley, Vice-President 

Jonathan Gibbs, Secretary 

Bob Viola, Treasurer 

  

Vikki Fischer-Kurth/Bob Viola (Evangelism) 

Shaun Bradley (Finance) (Property)               

Jonathan Gibbs (Worship)   

Kelly Strieff (Scrip) 

Tina Prust (Education)                                    

Katelynn Strieff (Youth) 

Jeff Luck (Personnel) 

Linda Joeckel (Stewardship) 

   Jason Strom (Endowment) 

Bryce Muenchow (Social Concerns)  

Jacob Prust (Youth Representative) (Youth)                                               

6:00 pm Wednesday Casual 

8:00 am Sunday Traditional 
(Broadcast Live on WBEV)  

10:00 am Sunday Contemporary 


