
 

 1 

FOCUS  
 ….on life at First 

September 2018 

Our Mission:   
To experience and celebrate 

God’s amazing grace together. 

 
Our Vision: 

    First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church will share God's      

amazing grace by welcoming, 
growing and serving in  

Christ’s name, enriching the  
well-being of all.  

Upcoming Events: 
 

 
 

Rally Day and 
Pastor Rick Farewell Reception  
September 9th  
 

Rummage/Bake Sale Meeting 
September 10  
 

Christian Ministry Of Hope  
Starts September 11, for 10 weeks  
 

Retirees 
September 12 
 

Befrienders Meeting  
September 18 
 

Focus Deadline - For October 
September 21 
 

Crafting & Scrapbooking Day 
September 22 
 

*See Youth & Family Dates On Page 3* 
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We all have a favorite Sunday worship service during the 
Church year.  For many, it is Christmas Eve or Easter. I have 
two favorites: “Rally Sunday” and Thanksgiving Eve Worship. 
 
Rally Sunday, as it is commonly known, is the day when large 
numbers of children return to church with their families as the 
new church year unofficially begins. “Sunday Fun Day,”  
so-called here at First Lutheran, will be on September 9. 
 
In the congregations I’ve served there has always been a 
Wednesday Thanksgiving Service.  Often we rotated the Service 
with the local Catholic Church. Uplifting songs of thanksgiving 
and the choirs and special music make the service especially 
meaningful, but my favorite part is the appointed Gospel 
reading, Luke 17:-1-9. This is the story of the 10 lepers. Upon 
being healed of their horrendous disease, Jesus is disappointed 
that only one returns to give thanks: 
 

17 Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other 
nine, where are they? 18 Was none of them found to 
return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on 
your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 
I will complete my work as your pastor on Labor Day Sunday, 
September 2. I will return on September 9 to give thanks to God 
with you for the past 7 months of sacred, joy-filled, blessed 
ministry at First Lutheran. I hope you are able to join me in 
giving thanks on  “Rally Sunday/Funday.”    
  
 
-- Pastor Rick 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     *See Page 2  For What Lies Ahead for the Lunds 
 
 
 

A Farewell Reception Will Take Place Sunday, September 9 
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WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR THE LUNDS, JOYFUL JUNCTION,  WELCOME SANDY, NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 

 

Joyful Junction 
 

Joyful Junction rallies for a Family Funday Sunday on 
September 9th. Plan to stay all morning to enjoy  

fellowship, games, snacks, worship, & more! 
 

9:00 am - Registration for all ages in Friendship Hall 
9:15 am - “Welcome” in the sanctuary  

 

Follow your Fun Guide which will include visiting  
classrooms, chalk pictures, snacks, 10:30 worship,  
face painting, bouncy house, & much, much more!! 

 

We are looking forward to another great year, 
Joyful Junction Staff 

NOTES FROM THE OFFICE…  
  

If you are receiving the FOCUS through mail and would like to 
receive it through e-mail please let us know.  

  
 

If you are moving or changing phone numbers, please  
update us so that we have the correct contact information.  

 
 

For Those Who Turn In Receipts  

When turning in a receipt for our Accountant/Bookkeeper for 
expenses, please make sure to add a note with the following 
information: who is leaving the receipt, your phone number, 
what the items are for (example Committee name). Thanks! 

 

Friendship Hall Doors 

If you have an event and need the Friendship Hall doors  
unlocked, please contact the office to schedule this as we can 

program them to be unlocked for a certain time frame.  
Please keep in mind the doors are NOT to be propped open.  

 

ARTICLE DUE DATE REMINDERS 
 

Focus: Due on the 3rd Friday of the month. 
 

Bulletin or E-Announcements: Due on Tuesdays by noon. 

 

Please Welcome  
Our New Receptionist/Secretary, Sandy Abel 

 
 

The Personnel Committee is pleased to announce the  
selection of Sandy Abel as the new Receptionist/Secretary at 

First Lutheran.  Sandy’s specific experiences in her career, 
her educational achievements, and her desire to contribute 

to the success of the Church all contributed to her  
appointment.  She and her family have been a member of 

First Lutheran since 1973. 
 

Please welcome Sandy to her position that began August 7.  
Her hours of work will be Tuesday through Friday from 9 AM 

to 12:00 noon.  She joins the existing staff at an exciting 

What Lies Ahead for the Lunds 
 
As most of you know, my reason for ending my ministry 
before the new pastor is in place is that Katherine and I have 
extensive travel plans for the month of September and October. 
In February when we agreed to a 6-month Interim contract, it 
seemed likely that a new pastor would be called. While the 
Transition Team and Call Committee have been very diligent 
in their work, good things take time, often more time than we 
hope. While only God knows when the process will be 
complete, it will be sooner rather than later! 
 
Our journey takes us in a planned direction and one completely 
unforeseen. First, the planned: 
 
September 12-20 we will spend in Norway visiting family, 
mostly in two areas of Norway, Telemark (Skien and Siljan, 
specifically) and Gudbrandsdal (Skjaak and Lom.)  
 
From Oslo we fly to Amsterdam, where our older son, Trygve 
will fly in from Houston to join us. We will tour Holland and 
Belgium, then fly north to Copenhagen, where we spend 
several days touring Denmark.Trygve lived and studied in 
Copenhagen one summer at the Danish National Technical 
Institute, and is pleased to show us around! (Alas, Peter is 
unable to join us!) 
 
We return to Minneapolis on September 27, and Katherine 
goes back to work in Eau Claire.   
 
This is the trip planned and prepaid last winter. Here is the 
unplanned part of our journey: 
Last Saturday, August 11, I received an unexpected call from 
the Bishop’s Assistant in the “Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synod.” He asked if I would like to serve as Interim Pastor in 
New Orleans—NOLA, for short.  The pastor at Christ the King 
Lutheran is retiring after 13 years.  
 
(Sidebar: He started was the day Hurricane Katrina hit! How is 
that for a memorable start??) 
 
Christ the King Lutheran is the largest congregation in the area, 
and the Synod was challenged to find an experienced pastor to 
serve. The Bishop of Gulf Coast Synod was aware that our son, 
Trygve, works in Beaumont, TX, which is about 4 hours from 
NOLA, and that we might be interested someday to move 
closer to him, if only on a temporary basis.   
 
After prayerful deliberation, I said “yes.” My ministry at CTK 
in NOLA begins October 1.  Katherine expects to be able to 
join me, working remotely, for about one week per month. We 
are excited to rent a loft-type apartment in what is known as 
“The Warehouse District” of New Orleans, not far from the 
“French Quarter”--Not far, but far enough, away so as not get 
overwhelmed by the 24/7 revelry! 
 
In closing, let me say again how deeply grateful Katherine and 
I am for the opportunity to serve as your Interim Pastor since 
February. I can confidently say that you are well-prepared to be 
a great gift to your next pastor.  God bless you richly.  
 
--Pastor Rick 
 
P.S. We will be expecting a visit from you this winter when the 
cold and dark of Wisconsin gets too much to handle.  
Y’all come on down for Mardi Gras! 

 

Pastor Rick’s Last Worship Service At First  
will be Sunday, September 2.  

We will be having a farewell reception  
for him on Sunday, September 9.  

We will be welcoming Pastor Bob Moberg 
 as our new Interim Pastor. 
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YOUTH & FAMILY 

Calendar of Events: 

9th Grade Retreat: Date TBD with families 

Bible Gifting: Date TBD 

Wednesday, 9/5 at 6:30 PM: Confirmation Orientation 

Sunday, 9/9 at 9 AM: Sunday Funday: Rally Day Revisited &  

                         Blessing of Backpacks/Teachers/School Workers 

Tuesday, 9/11 at 6 PM: Sunday School Ministry Team Meeting 

Thursday, 9/13 at 6 PM: Youth & Family Ministry Team Meeting 

Monday, 9/17 at 6 PM: Safe Sanctuaries Training 

Tuesday, 9/18 at 7 PM: Safe Sanctuaries Training 

Thursday, 9/20 at 6 PM: Safe Sanctuaries Training 

Saturday, 9/22 at 2 PM: Safe Sanctuaries Training 

 

A Youth & Family Newsletter was sent out to all 
First Families with children up to age 19.  
The hope is to send one out quarterly - fall, winter, 
spring, & summer with all the events planned.  
If you did not receive it or you would like to,  
please email (heidi@firstluthbd.org) or  
call/text Heidi at (920) 485-1166. 

 

Youth Updates: 

There was a ballot for youth to vote on various ways 

to update the Youth Room. It was voted that we 

would paint the walls a light, tan color, have a 

chalkboard wall, and have a wood plank wall. Having 

this blank canvas will allow us to transform this space 

through a variety of mediums. You can see what ideas 

we have by the Youth & Family bulletin board.  

The youth voted on a name for the ‘Youth Room’ as 

well as what we should call our High School Youth. 

The new Youth Room is called....drumroll please… 

The LOFT! Living Our Faith Together.  

Our High School Youth will be called CREW - 

Christians, Ready, Equipped, and Willing.  

During the last school year, the Middle School Youth 

voted their name to be Middle & Mighty or M&Ms. 

Next we’ll be deciding on a name for our  

Elementary youth! If you have any ideas, please  

share them with Heidi. 

 

The LOFT has been prepped and painted which 

completes our first stage of updates! The next step is 

to plan for making decor, picking out new furniture, 

rearranging the storage space, and discussing 

flooring. We will be sharing picture updates on the 

Youth & Family bulletin board as they happen. This 

will be a slow process that will take many months to 

complete. If you would like to assist in anyway,  

we’d love your help! Our goal is to provide a new, fun, 

and inviting space for our youth. 
 
 

 

 

 

Confirmation will be starting up with orientation on 
September 5th at 6:30 PM. All 6th grade students and 
older are welcome! We have developed a 3-year 
program. The first year, the students will be required to 
meet 7 times throughout the year focusing on the Small 
Catechism and Lutheran theology as well as attending 
the Lenten meals and services with their Mentors. 
During these sessions, everybody will meet together. 
The second and third years will consist of one year 
focusing on the Bible and the other focusing on living 
out our Christian faith. This year is a Bible focused year. 
John Smedema and Bryce Muenchow will assist in 
leading sessions with Heidi and the Pastor. We will be 
discussing Confirmation requirements during 
orientation. We understand there have been many 
changes with Confirmation over the last few years, so 
please feel free to contact Heidi if you have any 
questions. 

 

Beaver Dam Community CROP Hunger Walk 
Mark your calendars! The churches of Beaver Dam 
welcome you to join our community CROP Hunger Walk 
that will be held on Sunday, October 14th. Registration  
will begin at 1:00 PM at St. Katharine Drexel Parish Center 
with the walk beginning at 2:00 PM. Please visit our 
website www.crophungerwalk.org/beaverdamwi/, like and 
follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/bdcropwalk/, 
or follow us on Instagram @bdcropwalk to learn more 
about what the CROP Hunger Walk is all about! If you have 
any questions, please contact your CROP Walk 
representatives Heidi Muenchow or Mary Irwin. Our kickoff 
for recruitment and donations will begin on September 9th, 
but if you’d like to sign up now, you are more than 
welcome to! Come join us in raising money to help feed 
hungry people in Beaver Dam and around the world! 

Youth & Family at First - Heidi Muenchow 

mailto:heidi@firstluthbd.org
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/beaverdamwi/
http://www.facebook.com/bdcropwalk/
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RETIREES, RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE, BEFRIENDERS, CHRISTIAN MINISTRY OF HOPE, CRAFTERS  

RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 
 

You are now able to drop off your items for the 2019 rummage 
sale. Our rummage sale storage rooms are already starting to fill 
up. If at all possible please have your items packed in a box for 

ease in stacking.  We do have a limited amount of boxes 
available for you to use to box up your items. 

 

Donations are accepted Mon-Thurs during office hours.  Place 
your donations on the table in the lower Sunday school area off 
of the parking lot. Tax donation slips are available in the office.   

 

We are now accepting furniture. We will not accept older 
TVs, entertainment centers, computers/monitors, used carpeting, 

or large exercise equipment.  Baby/child car seats need to be 
current (check for expiration date).  All items should be clean! 

 

 Items for the Christmas Bazaar can be dropped off also. Please 
mark your box that it is Christmas Decorations or new items for 

gifts. The bazaar sale date is December 1. We are looking for 
original crafters to fill three available spaces.  If you are 

interested please let Carol know at 920-219-9471. 
 

 Our preplanning meetings are September 10 & November 12 at 
10 am in the kitchenette.  Please mark your calendar to attend. 

 

QUESTIONS:  Carol   920-219-9471  Pat   920-887-2334 

 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED... 
 

HOW CAN I BEST HELP A FRIEND WHO IS HURTING? 

 

HOW CAN I LEARN SKILLS TO IMPROVE MY 

RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS? 

 

HOW CAN I RELATE TO OTHERS IN MORE LOVING WAYS? 

 

HOW CAN I EFFECTIVELY LIVE OUT MY FAITH IN 

EVERDAY LIFE? 

 

Sign up now for CHRISTIAN MINISTRY OF HOPE                          

Starts Tuesday, September 11th. 

Meets from 6:30-9 pm for 10 weeks.  

 

Retreat weekend, an important and fun experience  

will be October 12-14. (Lodging cost is $120) 

 

Facilitators are John Smedema and Irene and Pastor Rolf Amundsen 

 

BEFRIENDERS 
 

Please mark your calendars for our next  
meeting, Tuesday, September 18 at 6 PM in the 

Conference Room downstairs. 
 

Bob Gionet, First's parish nurse, will give  
a presentation on dementia and we will  

update our receivers' list. 
 

Anyone interested is most welcome! 

Welcome, Retirees, to another great year!   
All are welcome to join us on Wednesday, September 12 

beginning at 11:30 for devotions in the chapel with a 
delicious meal to follow at noon.  Our tasty menu  

catered by Ponderosa, is priced at $7.00, the same as 
last year.  If you’ve been to the grocery store lately, you  

realize this is a fantastic price.  Our thanks to  
Ponderosa.  Please call Lucy Viola, 887-7137 to  

let me know you’ll be there so I can get a meal ordered 
for you.  Beginning with our October meeting we  
will be meeting earlier to start our tray favors for  

our shut-ins and nursing home members.   
I will let you know the time in September.   

 
 

 
 

 

Save Your Vacation Toiletries Please 
 

If you stay in a motel when vacationing and save 
the toiletries, please bring them to church.   

They will be taken to the Beaver Dam Food Pantry 
and the men and women's homeless shelters and 

used with gratitude! Thank you! 

 

 

Simply Giving Cards  
 

For those who give their church offerings through  
Simply Giving, we now have cards available that you can 

place in the basket with the other offerings.  
Please pick one up when you receive your  

bulletin prior to the service. 

Visiting Pastor Tim 
 

Some of us went to visit Pastor Tim  
(our former pastoral intern) at his first call on Sunday. 
We had a wonderful time and he and Mary Kay feel  

at home and fit really well with their new congregation 
at Bristol Lutheran Church in Sun Prairie.  

 
ATTENTION CRAFTERS AND SCRAPBOOKERS 

 

Hard to believe that summer has come and is almost gone.  
Time to get back into our crafting and scrapbooking.   

I have reserved Friendship Hall for September 22nd from 
9am-4pm so we can all get together.  Please call me on or 
before September 19th to let me know if you can join us.   

Looking forward to seeing everyone again.   
Bev Helsdon 928-2718   
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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  
ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN IN! 

  

BEFRIENDERS 
Our Befrienders offer caring support for shut-ins and for those 
who are going through difficult life transitions such as divorce, 
loss of a loved one, family health issues and unemployment. 
Please contact a Pastor if you want to participate in the future. 
Remember to mention to the Pastor or the parish nurse, any 
changes you note in the people you are caring for. 
  

CALICO CUTUPS 
This is a group of women who meet the first Tuesday of  
every month at 9:00am to do crafts. If you are working on a 
craft, come join us! If you have something you started years 
ago, come join us! If you want to just bring a coloring book and 
crayons, come join us! We celebrate each other by visiting, 
laughing and creating. We typically go out to eat together  
afterwards for more fellowship.   
  
DARTBALL 
This group meets every Monday, September-March at 7:00pm. 
Try your luck at a game of dartball and enjoy treats and  
conversation. For more information please contact Marlin 
“Spin” Spindler at 887-2895. 
  
MANPOWER 
This group of gentlemen work on strategic planning for  
additional men’s ministries here at First. The group meets the 
first Monday each month at 6pm to discuss new ideas. The 
group would like to work with any interested youth in the  
future as well. You can attend our meetings at any time.  
We are looking forward to growing our work here at First! 
  
FIRST ACTS 
Our drama team is always looking for adults and teens to  
participate in dramas for church services. If interested, contact 
Dorothy Ebert at 920-885-3960 for more information. Thank 
you to the group for providing us with an   entertaining drama 
at the Live Nativity and skits throughout the year.  
  
LADIES AID 
This group of women aids the congregation in many events. 
They help with meals, special projects, and strive to be a  
support for the members. They meet the 4th Friday of each 
month Sept-May at 1:30pm. 
  
MEN’S BREAKFAST 
All men at First Lutheran are invited to the Men’s Breakfast 
which meets every Saturday from 8:00-9:30 at the Beaver 
Dam Community Hospital cafeteria. Our gatherings include a 
meal, fellowship and study.  
  
QUILTERS GROUP 
Meets every Wednesday of the month @ 9:00am, from  
Labor Day to Memorial Day. We can always use more help to 
make quilts for those in need. Please join us if you are able.  
We encourage the beginners and seasoned sewers and quilters 
to attend. 
  
RETIREES 
This group of retired folks gather to spend time together started 
by a devotion, then a meal catered by Ponderosa, ending with a 
speaker or guest. They meet the 2nd Wednesday at 11:30am.  
  
SHARON CIRCLE 
Come join us for a wonderful Bible lesson and good  
conversation. Call Jean Spindler with questions at 887-2895.  

FELLOWSHIP AND MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES,  NEED A FIRST LUTHERAN BEFRIENDER 

 

Want a Befriender or Know Someone Who Does? 
 

First Evangelical is blessed with over 20 trained  
Befrienders! These congregation members visit 

people who are in the hospital, who are in  
Assisted Living, a Nursing Home, or who are  

homebound for short or long-term. Befrienders  
bring prayer, communion, and an open heart and 
ears to listen. This is an important ministry which 

includes those who want to be in church and can't, 
be it temporary or permanent.  They are  

wonderful ministers of outreach.  Please call  
the church or Judy Bergeson (847-754-9564)  

if you would like to learn more! 

THRIVENT GROUP 
This group meets monthly starting with by a potluck before the   
meeting. They enjoy fellowship and engage in projects that  
benefit the congregational community. As always, everyone 
from the congregation is welcome to attend... just bring a dish  
to pass and join in on our fun. 
  
WORSHIP TEXTS BIBLE STUDY 
We meet Mondays @ 9:00am year round. Deepen your  
worship experience with this preview into next week’s worship.  
  
YOGA 
We are currently meeting on Tuesday evenings from  
5:00-6:00pm. Come if and when you can. Improve your  total  
well-being through exercise appropriate for all ages. Free!  

    
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

 

    New Spirit ~ Mondays @ 6:00pm 
(Contemporary music group who lead singing          

@ 10:30 worship, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 
 

   Joyful Praise ~ Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 
(Classical church choir who sing @ 8:00 worship,  

1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 

   Glory Ringers ~ Thursdays @ 7:00pm 
(Handbell choir who play @ 8:00 worship,             

3rd Sunday of the month) 
 

   P-Jays ~ Rehearsal times vary 
(Middle school praise band who lead music              
@ 10:30 worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 

 

   BNA ~  Rehearsal times vary 
(High school praise band who lead music                 

@ 10:30 worship, 4th Sunday of the month) 
 

   Sparks ~ Sundays @ 11:30 
(Elementary-aged singing group who sing @ 10:30   

worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 
 

Come share your gift of music!  
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PARISH NURSE, THRIVENT FINANCIAL, IT’S OK TO ASK FOR HELP, PRAYER SHAWLS, DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

 
Devotional Books Available… 

  

Christ is Our Home and Portals of Prayer 
booklets provide daily devotions and prayers 

for an entire quarter.  

   

 
 

From the Parish Nurse…. 
 

 

        In last month’s message I mentioned suicide. 
September 10, is World Suicide Prevention Day.   
With that in mind here are a couple more resources. 
Suicide: Healing After the Death of a Loved One  
features an inspirational couple who lost their son to 
suicide. They share the story of how their faith 
community supported them and how they have used  
their painful experience to reach out to others.   
You can view this video on YouTube.  Also the link to 
the Suicide Prevention Resource Center:  
 http://www.sprc.org/settings/faith-communities.    
 
    Your Congregational Health Ministry Team is hosting 
a guest speaker from Beaver Dam Community Hospital  
to speak about hospice.  Come to learn what hospice is, 
how it can best serve your family and get the answers to 
any questions you may have.  This will be on Saturday, 
October 20th, 9:00 am in Friendship Hall.  This is a 
FREE session open to the public that will run about an 
hour.  Light refreshments will be served.   

   I’m at church most Monday’s from 9 am to noon, best 
to call the church office 885-4497 first to check, and on 

second Sundays from 9 am to 10:30 am. You can always 
contact me through the church office, 885-4497, leave a 
message with your name, number and when is a good 
time for me to return your call.   
 
 

               Wishing you and your family health and happiness,  
              Bob Gionet, R.N.  
              Faith Community Nurse 
              First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

It’s OK to Ask for Help 
 

There are a number of resources right here in our  
community that offer assistance in times of need.  

 

The following organizations can be used if you are in any type 
of need such as rent, utilities, groceries, etc. 

  

St. Vincent De Paul - 920-885-6971 
(Food Pantry open M-W-F 9am-12pm) 

 

Dodge County Community Action Council  - 920-885-9559 
 

Lutheran Social Services - 920-887-3171 
 

Salvation Army - 920-887-5348 

 

(920) 885-6600 or (920) 885-5291 
www.koepsellfh.com 

 

Attention Befrienders/Caregivers 
 

If you know someone who would benefit from  
receiving a Prayer Shawl, please stop by the office. 

There are many to choose from.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gOrhtL8pYyahiv2fxneXGZDA35pPbX9-655IZoAQvg_AHemcd7I6pIDjo1rUmZrNhc6aRaP-r-BAyP17T4KSimt5yIprWasjwlTaqhaBjiKPYAvVMxyA6lNxvE-TulI4erb90jWMapgAMmJuipg5_jHhwauhAcNhW9rVrn5ndNiFLM_cS7ckKg9q-Tgz2SCu6kN3GMlCqLt6EOJDw_LXIxySQRWwNM8KNSnx
http://www.sprc.org/settings/faith-communities
http://www.koepsellfh.com
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE, FINANCE SUMMARY,  CALL COMMITTEE, JOYFUL PRAISE, GLORY RINGERS, NEW SPIRIT 

 

FINANCE SUMMARY 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of  
First Lutheran. Many changes have and are 

happening in our ministry. This is not a first for us, 
changes do happen from time to time. The month of 

July showed a drop in the current fund of $1,363. 
We are working on a possible outside audit/review 

and we are also in need of a new committee 
member. We thank Trish Pias for her service  

and wish her well. If you are interested in 
participation, please contact me. 

 

Bob Viola 
Treasurer 

 

Call Committee Update: 
 

The Call Committee is meeting weekly to prepare for the 
interview process. We have prepared our interview 

questions and will be doing practice interviews to prepare 
for the formal interviews. As soon as we are given names 

from the Synod office, we will begin conducting the 
interviews with the potential Pastors. 

  

Your Call Committee:  
Dawn Luck: Chairperson, Adam Pfister, Stefanie Bradley,  

Sam Herringa, Signe Schecher, Gary Spielman,  
Rebecca Hose: Youth Representative,  

Jason Strom: Council Liaison,  
Mary Irwin: Alternate. 

 

Update From The Endowment Committee 
 

At the annual meeting in January, our committee 
proposed a vote to use the money in the Dedicated 

Fund account from non-designated Estate Gifts to be 
used to match donations made to the mortgage 

principal.  Our members present overwhelmingly voted 
to approve that.  On 1/31/18, our outstanding mortgage 

balance with American Bank was approximately 
$279,000.  From the time the note was rewritten until 

12/31/17, $57,512 was paid on mortgage principal from 
the rummage sale, Christmas Bazaars and donations 

made from our congregation.  With the approval of the 
motion, a matching amount was paid down on 

mortgage principal from the Estate Gifts account.   
So far this year, $7,459 was paid down from Rummage 

Sale proceeds and $13,481 from mortgage principal 
donations.  Those funds were also matched from the 

Estate Gifts fund.  The church continues to make 
normal payments and as of 8/3/18, our mortgage 

balance with American Bank was $173,285.   
 

Thank you for your continued support of  
First Lutheran. As you can see, your vote and donations 
really help.  Please continue to donate so we can have 
the American Bank mortgage paid off in record time! 

Joyful Praise Choir Resumes  
 

Wednesday, September 5, 7pm, Joyful Praise Choir  
will meet to rehearse in preparation for our new season. 

We will meet in the Chapel.  
 

This vocal choir is for anyone high school age through 
adult. Many of our members have been singing in this 
group for decades. New voices are always welcome.   
The ability to read music is helpful, but not required. 
Good ears and friendly smiles are encouraged. Our 

repertoire ranges from traditional anthems, to gospel and 
jazz. Though small but mighty, we have still been able  

to perform four part (SATB) music. 
 

Joyful Praise leads worship at 8:00 am services every 
Sunday except the third. We also participate in special 

services for Thanksgiving Eve and Holy Week. While it  
is a big commitment, the rewards are also big. The 

camaraderie and mutual support we share is invaluable. 
Singing in a group is also good for your health! Join us!  

 

 Director Mary Irwin 887-0218  

 

Glory Ringers 
 

Our hand bell choir, Glory Ringers, will begin our 2018-2019 
season with rehearsal on Thursday, September 6 and our 
first performance Sunday, September 16.   I am so proud  

to be directing this group.  We may be the most  
multi-generational group in the church as we span at least 

three generations and possibly four generations.  However, 
we always need new ringers and if you are not ready  
to be a full time ringer we need ringers who can be 

substitutes for us.  While it is certainly helpful to be able  
to read notes, we have had many successful ringers with 

little or no note reading experience. 
 

Glory Ringers practices on Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. 
for an hour and generally performs at the 8:00 a.m. Sunday 

service on the third Sunday of the month.  If you are 
interested in ringing please contact Tom Irwin at 887-0218 

or contact the church office.  
  

Glory Ringers would also like to thank all of those who  
have contributed monetary gifts to the bell choir fund.   

It is inspiring to know that people support us in this way. 
 

Tom Irwin 

New Spirit  
 

We Need YOU!  We would welcome Singers and 
Musicians to be part of New Spirit at the contemporary 

music service 10:30 on the first and third Sundays.   
JOIN us for Practice on Mondays at 6 p.m. in the 

sanctuary beginning September 10. We hope to see you! 
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 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Child Care Available Sunday 
8:00am-11:30am   

 
 

Sunday School: 9:15 am  
 

Contact us… 
 Office:  920-885-4497       Fax:  920-885-5886 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 am - 2:30 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

     
        E-mail:  churchoffice@firstluthbd.org 

Website:  www.firstluthbd.org 

 
Rev. Rick Lund 

608-287-4567 
richardglund@aim.com 

                          

Handicapped Accessible/Hearing Assisted 
Large Print Bulletins & Hymnals Available  
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 FOCUS 

 
 

 
Church Staff 

 
Tiffany Severson, Administrative Assistant 

 
Sandy Abel, Receptionist 

 
Cynthia Larson, Accountant/Bookkeeper  

 
John Huebner, Custodian 

 
Heidi Muenchow, Youth and Family Leader 

 
Mary Irwin, Choir Director 

 
Kathi Wiedenhoeft, Choir Director 

 
Bryce Muenchow, Choir Director 

 
Tom Irwin, Bell Choir Director 

 
Cheryl Poetter & Liz Figueroa, Nursery 

 
Mary Irwin, Interim Organist & Accompanist 

 
Bob Schwoch, Sound Coordinator 

                      2018 Church Council 
 

Kelly Strieff, President 

Shaun Bradley, Vice-President 

Jonathan Gibbs, Secretary 

Bob Viola, Treasurer 

  
Tina Prust (Education)                Deb Parman (Social Concerns) 

Shaun Bradley (Property)              Linda Joeckel (Stewardship) 

Jonathan Gibbs (Worship)                    Katelynn Strieff (Youth) 

Shaun Bradley (Finance)                                 Bob Viola (Scrip) 

         

Jason Strom (Endowment) 

Jeff Luck (Personnel) 

Don Erstad/Bob Viola (Evangelism) 

Jacob Prust (Youth Representative) (Youth) 

6:00 pm Wednesday Casual 

5:30 pm Saturday Traditional 

8:00 am Sunday Traditional 
(Broadcast Live on WBEV)  

10:30 am Sunday Contemporary 


