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FOCUS  
 ….on life at First 

June/July 2016        

Our Mission:  To experience and celebrate God’s amazing grace together. 
Our Vision:    First Evangelical Lutheran Church will share God's amazing grace by welcoming, 
                        growing and serving in Christ’s name, enriching the well-being of all.  
 

Pastor’s Reflection 

  Balmy, jacket-less 
breeze, every shade of 
green blushing the earth, 
the smell of burgers and 
brats on the grill…must 
be summer! It’s time for   
gardening, camping,         
attending Beaver Dam 
175th anniversary 
events, picnics, ball 
games, family reunions, 
sitting on your porch 
with iced tea watching 
the world go by, and a 
host of other  
summertime goings-on, 
including the ongoing      
ministry of First  
Lutheran.  
     In the church, the 
long, delicious days of 
summer stretch into the 
season of Pentecost and 
give shape to what is 
known as “Ordinary 
Time.” Far from  
meaning‘commonplace’ 

or ‘unexceptional,’           
liturgical Ordinary Time 
refers to ordered or           
counted time. Each           
Sunday is counted as a 
Sunday after Pentecost. 
It is a ‘green and  
growing time,’ time to 
focus on the life and 
teachings of Jesus and 
what it means to live 
day in and day out as his 
disciples, even as he 
walks among us and 
transforms our lives.  
     We know worship  
attendance and giving 
drops off in the summer, 
a fact of church life in 
many places. Still, there 
are ways we can stay  
connected as a church 
community in the  
coming months and  
continue to support our 
ministries.  
E-announcements and 

the newsletter are a 
handy way to note  
ministry events and 
ways we can participate. 
Wednesday night  
worship offers an  
alternative for those 
who will be gone on the 
weekends. We might 
share a “summer God  
moment” by writing a 
faith story to share on 
the wall in Friendship 
Hall. Simply Giving 
makes financial  
contributions more  
convenient through  
electronic fund  
transfers. Our lives are 
given meaning through 
the life-giving  
relationship God  
initiates with us,  
      
 
Continued on page 3 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Graduation Recognition 
Sunday, June 5, 9:45 & 10:30 
 
Cherry Berry Share Night 
Monday, June 6, 4-8pm 
 
All Volunteer Appreciation 
Sunday, June 12, 9-10:30 
 
Farewell for Shannon 
Sunday, June 12, 11:30 
 
Father’s Day Weekend/ 
Confirmation Campers leave 
Sunday, June 19 
 
Car Wash During Worship 
Summer Missions Group  
Sunday, June 26 
 
5K Run/Walk 
Saturday, July 9, 7am 
 
Summer Service Adventure Trip 
Sunday, July 10 
 
Wendy’s Share Days 
Summer Missions Group 
Mondays, July 11, 18, 25 
 
BD 175th Anniversary Parade 
Saturday, July 16 
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              Attention Volunteers!  
An appreciation brunch will be hosted by our 
staff on Sunday, June 12 from 9am-10:30am in 
Friendship Hall. If you have volunteered in any 
capacity here at First in the last year, you are 
welcome to join us! Come meet some of our  
other volunteers and enjoy food and fellowship. 
We have the BEST volunteers ever and want to 
show you how much we appreciate all you do. 
Hope to see you there! 
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       From Dick Dornbrook,  
       Sunday School Coordinator 
 

Greetings from the Sunday School/Joyful Junction! 
 
May 15th was the last day of Sunday School for the 2015-2016 
school year.  We played our Game Show which was a review of the 
entire Sunday School year.  Students were on teams and were given 
questions from this year’s Rotation/lessons.   
 
The Sunday School staff were given appreciation gifts of Sunday 
School Bucks for their hard work, dedication and love shown to our 
students and Sunday School this past year.  These bucks can be used 
toward Equal Exchange products, Thrivent cookies or Scrip. 
Thank you to the Sunday School staff for making this a fantastic 

year.  Your love and dedication to the children and our Sunday School is noticed and very much appreciated. 
 
If you are interested in helping in the Sunday School in any way, please let us know and we’d be happy to talk with you.  
We would like to have more substitutes and people to help with the Christmas program. 
 
RALLY SUNDAY-FIRST SUNDAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BE SEPTEMBER 11, 2016. SUNDAY 
SCHOOL HOURS ARE 9:15-10:15AM. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
If your child(ren) have been in Sunday School already, they DO NOT need to register for this coming year.  You will 
need to register your child(ren) only if they are new to Sunday School or if there are any significant changes such as  
allergies, special concerns, address/phone numbers, etc. 
 
Have a safe and fun summer—see you at worship and on Rally Sunday. 
 
More information concerning the 2016-2017 year will be in the August Focus and weekly bulletins as we get closer to 
Rally Sunday. 

Sunday School/Youth Room 

                           Youth Room Donations 
Our Youth Room averages 10-15 kids per day during the school year.  Our 
summer hours start June 13.  We will be open Monday through Thursday  
12-3pm.  We need your help with soda, snacks or monetary donations to  
purchase some of these items.  Thank you! 

              The Sunday School Needs Your Help Over the Summer Months 

 
The children’s offerings don’t come in during the summer months as during the year.  This presents a problem.  We need 

your help with St. Jude Children’s Hospital and Compassion International—2 
“missions” we have helped sponsor for many years.  These two areas are not included in 
our budget.  We depend on the children’s offerings to help.  We need $80.00 for the 
months of June, July and August. 
 
What we are asking is that you “adopt” St. Jude one Sunday for $10 along with a 
“thinking of you” type card.  OR “adopt” Jenci from Compassion International one  
Sunday for $10.  You may choose to write a short letter to Jenci in El Salvador.  (Jenci 
is a nine year old girl.) 
 
If you can help us by doing one of the above or both, please bring your gift of money 
and brief letter or card to the Church Office and inform the staff there that your gift is 
for Jenci or St. Jude. 
 
Thank you from the Sunday School.  Your act of love means so much to us and 100 
times more to Jenci and St. Jude.  God bless you! 
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“In what ways might 

God be calling us 

to participate in 

God’s mission at 

First Lutheran, in 

the synod/ELCA, in 

Beaver Dam and in 

the world? 

Pastor’s Reflection continued/Help Needed 

Pastor’s Reflection continued from front page 
 
a relationship that is nurtured through active                        
participation with a worshipping community of faith. In 
what ways will your faith be fed this summer? In what 
ways will you continue to be involved in and support 
our ministries at First? 
     As we go about our summer activities these next few 
months, may we travel safely, enjoy time with family 
and friends, be astonished by the goodness of God’s 
creation, and find ourselves in places where we both 
hear and share the good news of God in Christ through 
word and deed.  
 Shalom, Vicar Pat 

        Youth Room Monitor Needed                                   
 
We are currently looking for additional Youth Room 
Monitors for the summer. The Youth Room is open 
this summer from 12:00-3:00 Monday –Thursday         
beginning June 13. All applicants need to have             
completed parish protection. A weekly schedule will 
be distributed to let all monitors know when they will 
be working. If you are interested in being one of the 
Youth Room Monitors, please pick up an application 
in the Church Office. 

          2-3 Bedroom House Needed 
 
We are in search of a 2-3 bedroom house with 1 main 
floor bedroom, for our new intern.  If you can help, please 
contact the Church Office or Pastor Jensen at  
920-885-4497.  Thank you! 

       Prayer Garden Help Needed 
 
If you are able to donate a few hours in the Prayer  
Garden during the month/week, please contact Tom 
Bock at 885-9480 or the Church Office for more             
information. If you would only like to work in a             
limited space, this is an option as well.  Thank you!  
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             Bible Study Opportunities 
 

Adult Forum—Meets Sundays, 9:15-10:15am  
September through May.  Come see us in the Chapel or 
call the Church Office for more information. 
 

Alzheimer’s Care Group—We usually meet on the 4th 
Monday of the month.  The next meetings will be in  
June on the 27th and in July on the 25th at 6:30pm.  
Come if/when you can. 
 

Baptism Class—July 10 @ 9:15am  
The following is covered:  Milestone Ministry, the  
meaning of baptism, the Rite of Baptism, parenting 
styles, prayer and Bible study.  Grandparents and  
sponsors are welcome to attend also.  Child care is  
available on Sunday mornings. 
 

Men’s Breakfast—Saturdays @ 8am—We are meeting 
usually on the first Saturday of the month at the BD  
Hospital cafeteria and at the church the other weekends 
of the month, unless otherwise noted in the bulletin. 
 

Sharon Circle— 
On June 14 we will meet at 1pm for our lesson.  We will 
not be meeting in July. 
 

Sunday School/Joyful Junction—Sundays @ 9:15am  
during the school year. 
 
Weekly Pastor’s Bible Study—Mondays @ 9am 

 
Come, explore, enrich your spiritual 
growth! 

Study/Music/Cherry Berry Fundraiser Info 

                       Music Opportunities 
 

    New Spirit ~ Mondays @ 6:00pm 
   Joyful Praise ~ Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 
   Glory Ringers ~ Thursdays @ 7:00pm 
   P-Jays ~ Fr idays @ 3:15pm  
   BNA ~ 3rd Wednesday @ 6:30pm 
   Sparks ~ Sundays @ 11:30 
 
Most of these groups do not meet between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day but resume in the fall.  
 

          The Skinny on Stewardship 
 
 Stewardship is so much more than financial  
giving, although that’s the part that gets the most attention 
in the church, especially at budget time. When God gave 
dominion of all creation to human beings, God gifted us 
with our identity as stewards. Thus, stewardship is a way 
of life in which we live more fully as the saved-by-grace-
people God created us to be.   
 There will be a special Bible study about  
stewardship at 9:15am Sunday, June 19, in the Chapel, led 
by Vicar Pat. This is a great opportunity to ‘get the skinny 
on stewardship’ and learn ways that you, too, can foster 
awareness about stewardship as a way of life with others 
in the congregation and your families.  
 The facilitation of this study is one of Vicar Pat’s 
final learning objectives for internship. You’ll not only 
learn good stuff, but you’ll help her out by your exuberant 
participation! See you there!  

First Lutheran will be participating in an ecumenical  
Vacation Bible School this summer! Ecumenical  
VBS will be held at Trinity United Methodist Church  
July 24-27. Please look for more information to come. 

             Summer PJays and BNA 
 
We will continue singing at the 10:30 service on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of June, July and August.  We will  
combine middle school and high school musicians all 
summer, meeting at 9:15 on the Sunday that we lead 
worship.  Also, New Spirit has invited us to join them 
any Sunday you can come!   
 
I am excited to continue with PJays and BNA for the 
2016/2017 school year, so get ready!  6th & 7th graders, 
call or text me @ 920-319-0604 if you want to learn 
drums this summer. 
 
Love you all! 
Marty 
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                   Finance$ at Fir$t  
 
 

It was obvious that the month of April was the month  
after Easter.  We experienced the lowest offerings in 
April for the last nine years.  As of the end of April we 
have a negative general fund balance of ($11,310).    
 
On a more positive note, we have reduced our mortgage 
balance by $62,737 in the last four months.  We also  
continue to research ideas on how we can control and  
reduce our ongoing expenses and control our cash flow.   
 
The ministry of your congregation is always moving  
forward.  Please keep this in mind as you consider your 
contributions.  Although we have a deficit, progress is 
being made to reverse this direction. 
 
Bob Viola  
Co-Treasurer 
 

                                                    CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS  
 
Since the April 24th congregational meeting, the staff and pastors have reviewed the Office hours based upon the 
activities of the Office.  Following that review, the new Office hours for the summer will be 9:00-4:00, Monday 
through Friday.  This will start Tuesday, May 31st.     
 
Also, because the office hours for each of the staff vary greatly, please call ahead to set up an appointment if you 
need to talk with us.  This will ensure that we are here when you need us.  Office hours for individual staff  
members are posted in the Church Office and in Friendship Hall on the Pastors’ Corner bulletin board. 
 
The times may vary due to appointments or illness.  We want to assist you as best we can!  Thank you!  

May Council Highlights 
  

 We are currently about $11,000 in the red, however, the 
mortgage was reduced by almost $63,000.   

 Joe Bonnett and Bob Viola discussed pieces of a cost 
reduction action plan.  One of the things they are looking 
at is the charge for facility use.   

 New Church Office hours will be from 9:00 to 4:00 for 
the summer.  After Labor Day they will be from 9:00 to 
4:30.   

 Pastor Mark announced the resignation of Shannon 
Fleischfresser.  A going away recognition will be held 
for her after the 10:30 service on Sunday, June 12.   

 The Personnel Committee discussed possible changes in 
the personnel manual. 

 Pastor Mark wants to start a Long Range Strategic Task 
force.  This committee would look at ministries and  

      establish a plan for them.  He would like volunteers for     
      such a committee.   
 There is a need for a Sunday School Coordinator, as well 

as leaders for the two youth choirs.   

ALTAR GUILD MEETING ON 
 TUESDAY JUNE 7th-7PM 

 
Please come to the next meeting on Tuesday, June 
7th at 7pm.  We will be reviewing the schedule and 
making sure weekends are covered through the 
end of October.   
If you cannot make it, be sure to check the  
schedule in the Altar Kitchen and sign up if you 
need to! 

             AIR CONDITIONING 
 
Please bring a sweater to church if you get chilled in 
the Sanctuary with the air conditioning. The air  
conditioning will be on in the summer. We do have some 
sweaters in the Narthex coat room to use while here, if 
you forgot to bring yours. Thank you for your  
understanding.  
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                           BREAD FOR THE WORLD HOLDS JUNE 7 LOBBY DAY 
 
     Every year, Bread for the World, the Christian anti-hunger advocacy organization that partners with the ELCA,  
invites members from across the country to Washington, DC for Bread's annual Lobby Day. Hundreds of BFW members 
will spend the day meeting with their members of Congress.  
     The day will begin by hearing from Roger Thurow, award winning author of THE HUNGER SEASON and follow 
with visits to Capitol Hill. Bread's government relations director Eric Mitchell notes, "When we meet with members of 
Congress, we hear again and again that letters, phone calls and visits from BFW members have an impact. Senators and 
representatives listen to Bread for the World because we have a trusted and determined voice - working for change in a 
positive, bipartisan way." 
     The June 7 lobby message will promote the 2016 Offering of Letters theme, "Survive and Thrive." Nearly half of the 
world’s smallholder farmers are women, with higher rates in developing countries. That means in the rural areas of Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, the majority of people engaging in subsistence farming to feed themselves and their families 
are women. Being a smallholder farmer often means living on the edge. Changes in the climate, a natural disaster or even 
just the limits of what can be grown on a small plot of land can limit both the quantity and quality of the food a family 
eats. And this can be devastating to a woman and her family. 
     Women are also the ones in a family primarily responsible for caring for the children. Bread for the World Institute’s 
analysis shows that giving children good nutrition early in life — starting in the womb — benefits them in a multitude of 
ways throughout their entire lives.  
     Studies show that malnutrition during the early months of a child’s life can stunt their physical and cognitive  
development and increases the risk of illness in childhood and later in life. As a result, the cost of malnutrition is very 
high in terms of health care, school readiness, amount of education, and lost productivity and income. We will urge  
Congress to pass the Global Food Security Act, which continues U.S. investments in improving nutrition and increasing 
the productivity of smallholder farmers.  
     For those unable to travel to Washington, it is possible to engage in Virtual Lobby Day at home. Sign up at 
www.bread.org/lobbyday to receive email notifications about how to take action and amplify the advocacy of the  
hundreds of Bread members who will be coming to Washington. 

Let’s celebrate Father’s Day June 19th!  
 
During our worship services on Father’s Day weekend we 
will have a video similar to our Mother’s Day tribute  
featuring pictures of our fathers. If you would like to  
participate, please bring a photo of your father, including 
your name, your father’s name and your phone number, to 
the Church Office prior to June 13th. If you have  
provided a photo in the last year or two, you need not  
supply one. 

                 A HUGE THANK YOU 
 
We want to thank everyone that made salads, bars and all 
the hard workers that helped to make this a very 
successful Salad Luncheon!  This was our 10th year and  
we sold over 200 tickets again this year. We will be  
receiving a supplement from the West Dodge Chapter of 
Thrivent so together with the money that we made, 
Church Health Services and Dodge County Lifespan  
Respite will each receive checks for close to $2,000.00. 
 

Again—Thank you! from  
1

st
 Lutheran Thrivent 

              Goodbye to Shannon 
 
Our Youth and Family Director, Shannon Fleischfresser, 
after prayerful consideration, has accepted an offer to 
serve as the Youth and Family Director for Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church in Chippewa Falls, WI. Her last day with 
us will be June 15th. During her four years at First  
Lutheran, many of us have been touched by her ministry. 
As we say “Good-bye” to Shannon, we take time to thank 
her for her efforts. We keep her in our prayers, asking for 
God’s blessings for her in her new position. 
 
There will be a cake and punch farewell for her after the 
10:30 service on Sunday, June 12.  Please join us!   

http://act.bread.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=12100
http://www.bread.org/lobbyday
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                                                                 From Your Parish Nurses  
 
     Happy Father’s Day!  Also, congratulations to this year’s graduates.  June is National Men’s Health Month.  Most 
men by their nature are not good at going to see their health care provider when a problem arises.  Here are a few hints to 
help you decide when you should be seen.  If your wife has been reminding you about getting something checked for a 
number of months now – just go.  When your provider asks why you are here today it is OK to answer, “Because my 
wife made me come.”  Honestly, they’ve heard it before and I’ve used it myself.  A fever, temperature over 101, lasting 
more than 48 hours, even if it goes away with Tylenol but then returns.  That sore hip, shoulder, knee, wrist, etc. that’s 
been bothering you for a couple of years now is not going to get better on its own—get it checked.  A cough that you’ve 
had for 2 weeks or more, sudden unexplained weight loss or gain, or a cut or scratch that has not healed after a couple of 
weeks.  These things can be indicators of other serious health conditions.  Please get them evaluated by your health care 
provider. Then, after you get cleared by your provider you can say, “See, I told you it was nothing to worry about.”  
     We are available by contacting the Church Office at 920-885-4497.  Leave a message and we will call you back, send 
to our email below, or we are available every second Sunday between the 8 and 10:30 services.   
  
Angie Olson, RN, BSN                      Bob Gionet, RN, BSN 
angieo@churchclinic.org                    bobg@churchclinic.org  
  

Parish Nurse/Lutheran World Relief/Equal Exchange  

 
 
 
 
 

     We are approaching that time of the year when we  
again draw attention to Lutheran World Relief. Lutheran 
World Relief helps people all around the world who are in need or who have suffered from some disaster. Now we give 
each member at First Lutheran a chance to help in some way. 
     School supplies are on sale in July and August so we are stressing school kits. A school kit may provide the only  
supplies for children returning to school after the disruption caused by war or natural disaster. School kits help parents 
continue their children’s education, even while living in refugee camps. A school kit may also be used in adult literacy 
classes. 
     Each school kit is to include the following (any items you provide are appreciated): 

 Four spiral notebooks (8 ½ x 11) containing 70 sheets 

 One blunt scissors – not pointed 

 One ruler – with centimeters on one edge 

 One pencil sharpener 

 Five unsharpened new pencils with erasers 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel pens) 

 One eraser, approximately 2 1/2” long 

 One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 
     These items can be brought to church any time and placed in boxes in Friendship Hall marked Lutheran World Relief. 
There is no need to enclose the items in a kit. 
     Let’s all work together and make this a great year for Lutheran World Relief. 

                                      EQUAL EXCHANGE  
 

 Please look for our coffees, teas, chocolate and olivewood when you are at church.  We will have our 
display in Friendship Hall again on the 2nd weekend of June and July.  If you need something during 
the month at another time, just contact the Church Office at 920-885-4497.  Please keep these items in 
mind for your gift giving throughout the year.               Thank you! 

mailto:angieo@churchclinic.org
mailto:bobg@churchclinic.org
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
      6:00pm Wednesday — Casual 

        5:30pm Saturday – Traditional 
         8:00am Sunday – Traditional  

             (Broadcast Live on WBEV) 
       10:30am Sunday – Contemporary  
             Child Care Available Sunday 
                8:00 to 11:30am   
          Sunday School – 9:15am 

 
 

 
 

 
Contact 

us… 
 Office:  920-885-4497  M-F 9am-5pm CDT 

    Fax:  920-885-5886 
        E-mail:  churchoffice@firstluthbd.org 

website:  www.firstluthbd.org 
 

Rev. Mark D. Jensen           Rev. Terry Larson 
920-318-9593                      608-513-1360 
revjensen@firstluthbd.org               revlarson@firstluthbd.org 
 

                       Vicar Pat Schutz 
                         920-535-0014 
                             pschutz60@gmail.com 
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                    Staff and Leadership 
 
Shannon Fleischfresser,  
     Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
 
Sheree Voigt, Office Manager 
Deb Vis, Receptionist  
Jill Gibson, Business Manager 
Tom Szewczyk, Facilities Manager 
John Huebner, Custodian 
Phyllis Eilbes, Shared Ministry Coordinator 
Mary Irwin, Kathi Wiedenhoeft & Marty Slager,     
     Choir Directors 
Tom Irwin, Bell Choir Director 
Dick Dornbrook, Sunday School Coordinator 
Cheryl Poetter & Liz Figueroa, Nursery 
Marty Slager, Organist & Accompanist 
Bob Schwoch, Sound Coordinator 

                   2016 Church Council 
 
Bev Anderson                      President 
Signe Schecher                    Vice-President 
Katelynn Strieff                    Secretary 
Bob Viola/Joe Bonnett         Co-Treasurers 
 
 
Pat Abitz                     Shaun Bradley 
Roger Herpel              Vikki Fischer-Kurth           
Mary Kahler               Don Erstad 
Sherry Jaquet              Jeff Klug 
Mitch Klug 

IF YOU HAVE CHANGED FROM A LAND LINE 
TO A CELL PHONE, PLEASE CONTACT THE 
CHURCH OFFICE WITH YOUR NEW NUMBER!  
THANK YOU! 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE @ 
WWW.FIRSTLUTHBD.ORG 

Focus  
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