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FOCUS  
 ….on life at First 

November 2017 

Our Mission:   
To experience and celebrate God’s 

amazing grace together. 

 
Our Vision: 

    First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church will share God's amazing 
grace by welcoming, growing and 

serving in Christ’s name,           
enriching the well-being of all.  

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

 

Harvest Dinner 
November 5 @ 11:45 a.m. 

 
All Saints Sunday 

November 5th 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service  
November 22 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 
Thanksgiving Eve Pie Social 

November 22 - Following the Service  
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And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.’ Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Jesus has given a very clear call to each of us- it is that which is 
found here in Matthew 28, “Go and make disciples. Baptizing…
teaching…them all that I have commanded. And remember, I am 
with you always”. This is a call for our congregation as well.  It is a 
call for every congregation. Of course, we are given this call but we 
are also bestowed with promises from Jesus as well. 
 
First, we have the promise of accompaniment. God has a plan for 
our congregation. It includes all of you and God will be with you 
through every step of it. Just has God has been with every one of the 
people who have called this congregation home in years prior. We 
need to be deeply immersed in the question of what is God calling 
us to do and to be in this time? During this time or transition we are 
bold enough to pray together for direction about this from God and 
with one another. 
 
We are in this together. God’s future for our congregation does not 
lie with just one person-not one leader or one pastor or one certain 
person sitting in a pew. God’s future for the congregation lies with 
all the people of God. We are all in it together with God. We are 
called to pray, to listen, and to be in careful, creative conversation 
with one another so together we move towards that future. This is so 
much harder than it sounds. When was the last time that you really 
sat down and had a God conversation at church? We are to be        
listening to the voice and direction that God has for us. 
 
Finally, we walk with our neighbors. Congregations do not exist for 
their individual members. They exist for those who have not yet 
heard about the saving love of Jesus Christ. They exist as a tool to 
invite people to come and see the love of Jesus and to hear the Good 
News. We exist for the sake of the world. 
 
 
God’s Blessings, 

Pastor Joy  
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DISCIPLE OF THE MONTH, VETERAN’S DAY, RETIREEES, PIE SOCIAL 

Thanksgiving Eve Pie Social 
 

As we watch the leaves turn beautiful colors, we start 
thinking about the autumn favorites that come with the 
season. We also think about the holidays associated 

with the season. One of our favorites is the           
Thanksgiving meal. 
 

At church, we celebrate Thanksgiving on the night      
before Thanksgiving day, November 22nd, at 7:00pm.  
After the service everyone is invited to attend the pie 
social. Come enjoy the delicious pies brought by our 
members. It is also a great chance to socialize and enjoy 

the bounty we sometimes take for granted.  
 

A sign-up sheet will be coming out in November if you 
are willing to make a pie or two or contribute money to 

purchasing pies or   
other items needed for 
the event. God bless 
all of you for your 

“thankful” hearts.  

Disciple of the Month—Ruth Roebke 
Ruth was honored to be our Disciple of the Month several years ago. 
But at age “90 years young”, we thought that she deserves to be our 
disciple again, as she amazes us with her constant energy! 
 
Ruth has been one of our befrienders for quite some time and            
continues to make regular visits to give communion to many of our   
elderly shut-ins at Hillside Manor and Clearview Nursing Home. Family 
members of these residents are very grateful to Ruth for her service. 
She assists our pastors during our monthly worship at local facilities. No 
matter the weather, Ruth goes about her routine….always with a smile 
on her face!   
 
At First Lutheran she sets up the tables for the Retirees group, checks 
our hymn books, refills communion cards and pencils in the pew chairs, 
and serves at funerals through the Ladies Aid. Ruth has been a faithful 
choir member for over 40 years, and helps file the music when needed.  
 
Ruth donates time not only to her church, but also in the community. 
She has worked tirelessly for the Red Cross at their city blood bank for 
over 50 years – this means two full days serving every three or four 
weeks! She is also in charge of renting out and collecting rental fees for 
the Girl Scout House. Several years ago Ruth was honored as Volunteer 
of the Year for the City of Beaver Dam – a well deserved honor. 
 
We’re very proud of Ruth and of all the work she does for our church 
and our community.  

 
Just a reminder that the video 
to honor our veterans will be 
shown prior to the worship    
services on November 11-12 
rather than  during the service.  
 
Please arrive a few minutes   
early to view the slideshow. 

Retirees 
 

Please join us for our November meeting on          
November 8th, beginning at 10:30 for those who 
wish to join in making tray favors for our shut-ins 
and nursing home members. Our devotions will 
begin at 11:30 in the chapel with the pastors and 
Marty accompanying us on the piano. Our menu   
includes: Turkey, mashed potatoes, squash, broccoli 
salad, and dinner rolls. Dessert will be Pat Roedl’s 
delicious pies. After our meal, Tom and Mary Irwin 
will share some of their highlights from their trip to 
Europe.   
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PARISH NURSE, TRANSITION TEAM, ADULT FORUM, MILITARY PACKAGES 

MILITARY CARE PACKAGES 
 
Care packages for our Military members will be sent out 

the middle of November. If you know of anyone  
currently in the service, please forward their  

address to the church office.  
 

A shopping cart is in Friendship Hall for donations to the 
boxes. We also need help with shipping costs. If you 

would be willing to donate, please drop off your           
contribution to the church office.  

 
Thank you for your support as we support those               

that give so much of themselves. 

 

From the…. 
 
It’s time to get your flu shot! There 
have already been confirmed cases 
of the flu here in Wisconsin. It takes 
about 2 weeks for your body to build antibodies after your 
shot. In the meantime, remember good hand washing. The 
alcohol based hand sanitizer is OK but you should wash with 
warm soapy water after using the sanitizer 2 or 3 times.  
 
Hunting safety time -  if you’re going to be off the ground, 
use a fall restraint safety harness because buying a safety 
harness is cheaper than paying for an ambulance ride. Also, 
be sure of your target and what is beyond. I’d be happy to 
see any photos of harvested deer. Deer will be moving more 
in the next few weeks so be careful driving at night. Talk 
with the young drivers in your family about staying on the 
road and not swerving to avoid hitting a deer. Did I mention 
it is time for your flu shot?   
 
Wishing you good health and happiness! 
Bob Gionet - RN, Parish Nurse and the First Lutheran    
Congregational Health Ministry Team. 

Nov. 5th  
"Open Forum" with the assistance of a       
computer. Come to the Adult Forum and ask a 
question of Google regarding a religious     
question. Just "pop the question" and see what 
Google will answer.  The program will be run by 
Joel Stancer and Adam Pfister plus a person 
knowledgeable about our Lutheran Faith. This 
Adult Forum should include a lot of discussion 
and be a very fun hour. 
 
Nov. 12th 
Pastor Rolf Amundsen will speak on "Christian 
Ministry of Hope". So far, there are over 2000 
graduates who are doing ministry in daily 
life. Learn how you can join this group of    
people who learn and understand what it 
means when we read "God calls us to minister 
as Jesus did to the whole person." Become   
acquainted with how to be effective in ministry 
by getting the information and skills needed.  
 
Nov. 19th  
"Open Forum" with the assistance of a        
computer. Join Joel Stancer and Adam Pfister 
for a second time this month as questions are 
answered  by Google. Very fun for all in        
attendance. 
 
Nov. 26th  
No Adult Forum - Thanksgiving Weekend 

Transition Team Updates 
 
The goal for the Transition Team is to obtain      
feedback from our members of the church on what is 
important to them when calling a new Minister.  
 
Our team has a nine category survey sheet that is  
enclosed in this month’s Focus. We need your input 
to help our team help the church find a new full time        
pastor. We would like you to pick the top five      
categories of the nine listed that are most important 
to you and put any comments you have on the back 
of the sheet. Please fill in your name on the top of 
the survey to avoid duplication. Surveys are due 
back by November 12th, and may be returned to the 
Narthex, the church office, or e-mailed to Pastor Joy. 
 
This team is something new for our congregation 
and if anyone has any questions please see one of the 
Transition Team members or Pastor Joy for          
assistance.  
 
Our team consists of: Jan Carlson, Carol and Dave 
Crawford, Jenny Gaska, Floyd and Gail Henschel, 
Mark Killingsworth, Barb Pershke, and Adam     
Pfister. 
 
 

Thank you for your help as we continue moving 

forward during this time of transition. 
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FINANCE$ AT FIRST, COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS, NEW MEMBERS 

SEPTEMBER YEAR TO DATE  
FINANCE SUMMARY 

 
 

Through the first nine months of 2017 the church was    
budgeted to have a shortfall of -$16,000 net income (income   
minus expenses), but finished with a loss of only -
$8,700.  Although better than expected, it still resulted in a 
loss. The total net income on a year-to-date basis is 
+$26,400 compared to loss of -$23,600 in the budget.  
 
Individual giving was down $5,100 for September and        
approximately $15,800 for the year. Both designated        
offerings and unplanned extra ordinary income were higher 
than anticipated and helped in the income part of the budget. 
 
On the expense side, the reduced hours of the Lead Pastor 
and the unfilled position of Congregational Life Associate            
contributed to expenses being well below budget.  
 
So far this year, the mortgage liability has been reduced 
from $652,680.91 on January 1, 2017 to $606,140.95 at the 
end of September.  
 
And, lastly, the budgeting process for all of the expense and 
income categories has begun for the 2018 church year. 
 
Joe Bonnett 
Treasurer  

New Member Update 
 

This year, on the weekend of our 500th anniversary of 

Martin Luther and the Reformation, we were honored 
to welcome our new members into our membership. 
The following people have joined First Lutheran:  

Judy Bergeson 

William & JoAnn Hickey      

Nicole Heinritz 

Richard & Judy Mahlkuch 
 

Our welcome took place at the 8:00am service on    
October 29th.  Please take the time to get to know our 

new members. We are excited to have them be a part 

of our church family. Please check out the new       

member bulletin board in Friendship Hall to learn a 
little bit more about them. 

OCTOBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 Heather Ganske is leaving her position as Administra-
tive Assistant to pursue another position that utilizes her 
skills more fully.  We wish her well in her new endeavor; 
she will be greatly missed! Pastor Joy has implemented 
placing ads for an active recruitment process through     
advertising for a good candidate replacement. 
 
 Pastor Joy’s interim contract is up for renewal           
December 4th . 
 
 The council received the resignation of Jeff Klug as       
Property Committee Chair and Council Liaison to that          
committee. 
 
 The Transition Team is new and begins the process  
before a Call Committee is formed. The 10 member team 
will be sending questionnaires to the congregation          
regarding our specific needs for a new pastor. Once they 
have defined our needs they will forward their information 
to the Synod to match our needs to a pastor seeking a 
call. This team has been working diligently since August/
September. A call committee will then be formed to        
interview potential candidates. 
 
 Congregational Life Associate is a new position which 
will incorporate youth as well as other segments of the               
congregation; there have been candidates interviewed for 
the part time position with more interviews to take place.  
 
 Pastor Joy will be in Costa Rica spending time with her 
daughter, returning October 30th . 
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IMPORTANT CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  
DATES FOR 2017 

 
November 20 @ 10:00 a.m. -  Preplanning meeting 
 
November 27-29 - Set up in the nursery for White       
Elephant Room 
 
November 29 - Make cake boxes 
 
November 30 - Mark the floors 
 
December 1 from 8 to 3 - Crafters/Vendors will be setting 
up.  Bake sale will be prepped and priced 
 
December 2 - Bazaar runs from 8-2 

BAZAAR, COOKIE WALK, TURKEY POINTS 

The walk will be held 

on December 2nd from 

8am-2pm along with 

a bake sale to buy 

goodies for your     

holiday parties. Take a 

stroll around the dessert tables and make your   

selections. Prices are per pound. ALL members are 

encouraged to bake for the sale. Cookies, bars, 

breads, pies, and candy, etc. are needed.  

 

Please make sure to label your items, especially 

breads and pies. Also, label your item if it contains 

NUTS. We are in need of MORE decorated and 

specialty cookies as these are the first to go. Your 

items do NOT need to be packaged. Please bring to 

church by noon on Friday, December 1st. Please 

sign in when you drop off your items so we know 

for future sales who donated. 

Items for the Christmas Bazaar can be dropped off 
NOW. Please mark your box that if is Christmas       
decorations or new items for gifts. Donations for 
Christmas can be dropped off until November 30, only 
during church hours. Christmas trees will be accepted 
during that time also.  
 
ALL of our spaces are renters to crafters and vendors. 
We have vendors of: Tupperware, Origami Owl,     
Pampered Chef, Herbal Life, Scentsy, Norwex,  Capital 
Bee Supply,  L’Bri Pure ‘n Natural,  Thirty One,  Young 
Living Oils,  Mary Kay, LuLaRoe and Your Pets Forever.  
We have many returning crafters and vendors again 
this year. Get your gift lists ready and plan on doing 
your shopping on the day of the Bazaar. 
 
Food stand will be also available that day. Sandy Baird 
will be making her famous chicken dumpling soup and 
we will have cold soup also available to purchase. You 
can stock up for the cold winter coming for a quick 
meal. Hot sandwiches are also available during the 
sale.  
 
We are looking for help in the kitchen to help serve 
our guests. Signup sheet will be on Retirees Board. 
MANY hands make light work. 
 
All workers will get a complimentary lunch. Please 
wear your THRIVENT SHIRT that day so customers can 
easily recognize us. If you need a shirt please let us 
know. Any color you have from previous events is fine. 
 
We again THANK THRIVENT for the action debit card 
to purchase our supplies and advertise the event. 
 
Admission for this event is free however we are asking 

ALL to bring a canned item for the food pantry.  

We are so BLESSED and need to share our goodness to 

others. 

DECEMBER 2ND, 2017 

Turkey Points 
 

If you are unable to use your Turkey 
Points from Rechek’s Food Pride, 
please save them for the Christmas 
food baskets, the soup suppers, and 
other meal happenings here at the 
church. Please put them in the offering 
plate or drop them off in the church 
office. Thank you! 
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LWR, MUSIC, SCRAPBOOKING, HARVEST DINNER 

 
On November 5, 2017 at 11:45am, we will hold our annual Harvest Dinner. We will again 
be serving turkey and ham with all the trimmings. The theme for the event is “God’s Gift: 
Creation & Harvest”, which First Acts will be using for their drama. The ticket prices are: 
Adults: $10, Children ages 5-10: $4 (kids under 5 eat free:) Family ticket: $25. 
 
Tickets will be available in the church office or at the door the day of the dinner. A sign-up 
sheet has been posted for people who can help with set-up, serve, clean up or make a  
dessert. Join us for fellowship as we thank God for a bountiful harvest! 

                     MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 

    New Spirit ~  
(Contemporary music group who lead singing          

@ 10:30 worship, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays) 
 

   Joyful Praise ~  
(Classical church choir who sing @ 8:00  

worship, 1st, 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 

   Glory Ringers ~  
(Handbell choir who play @ 8:00 worship,             

3rd Sunday of the month) 
 

   BNA ~   
(High school praise band who lead music                 

@ 10:30 worship, 4th Sunday of the month) 
 

   Sparks ~  
(Elementary-aged singing group who sing  

@ 10:30 worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 
 

P-Jays ~  
(Middle school praise band who lead music              
@ 10:30 worship, 2nd Sunday of the month) 

 
 

...SAYS THANK YOU 
 

Lutheran World Relief has   
completed another successful 
year thanks to all the members 

of First Lutheran Church! By working together, we were 
able to accomplish this huge task of collecting, packing 
and transporting the following kits to people in need 
throughout the world:    
     

72 school kits, 20 health kits, 167 quilts, 54# of soap 
 
A HUGE thank you to the women who worked so hard  
making the wonderful quilts. 
 
Thank you to our congregation. Your donations of       
material, old blankets, sheets and bedspreads made it   
possible to make these quilts. Also, your donations for kit 
supplies, soap and your monetary donations totaling 
$367.00 toward shipping costs all helped make this event 
successful! 
 
Thank you to the many who helped assemble and pack the 
health and school kits. A special thanks to the custodians 
for all their help. 
  
All items were transported to the train in Madison for 
shipping to LWR headquarters in New York. From there 
these items will be sent where needed.  

 
It is so good knowing that many adults and children will 

benefit from these items. Many thanks to all involved! 

Thank You! To everyone that came to “A Message from    
Jessie” and the Blessed Bakers that  

made cookies for the event.  
Sincerely, The Congregational Health Ministry Team 

Crafters and scrapbookers another date has been set. 
We will meet November 18th from 9-4 in Friendship Hall. 
 

We would love to have another big group. Come one 
come all. Bring a friend, too! Bring your crafts and share 
in fellowship. 
 

Please call Bev Helsdon at 920-928-2718 by November 
11th to reserve a table. 

Staff Transitions  
 

We have all been made aware of staff transitions and we 
know that change can be a challenge. We love this 
church and strive to maintain a healthy balance of     
keeping things in order. We look to our members for 
guidance and support. If you would be interested in    
volunteering, please let us know by calling 885-4497 or   
e-mail us at churchoffice@firstluthbd.org. We are      
eternally grateful for your support.  

mailto:churchoffice@firstluthbd.org
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YOUTH ROOM DONATIONS 
 

We average about 10 kids per day in our youth room from the 
middle and high schools. We provide small snacks and drinks 
for the kids that they are able to purchase.  
 
Please consider picking up a few extra things when you are 
doing your weekly shopping. We could use things such as: cans 
of soda (pepsi, dr.pepper, sierra mist, orange, root beer), chips, 
popcorn, frozen pizzas and pizza rolls, granola bars, apple juice 
or drink pouches. 
 
Donations can be dropped off during normal church office hours 
daily 9-4. Thank you for your support of this ministry! 

YOUTH EVENTS, CONFIRMATION, PIZZA 

First Lutheran 2017-2018  
“Confirm not Conform” Calendar 

 
11/8 Heretics are us 
11/22  No Class- Attend Thanksgiving Eve Service 
12/13  Scripture: A Mad Dash Through a Good Book 
1/10    Teach us to Pray: The Lord’s Prayer 
1/24 Tradition: The Nicene Creed 
2/14  Ash Wednesday 
2/21   Worship and meet with Mentor 
2/28    Worship and meet with Mentor 
3/7      Worship and meet with Mentor 
3/14    Worship and meet with Mentor 
3/21    Worship and meet with Mentor 
3/25    Palm Sunday – beginning of Holy Week 
4/11 Tradition: Church History Continued 
5/9     Faith in Action: Pain to Power - Mentors Attend 
5/23  End of the Year Celebration 

Greetings from Joyful Junction!  
 

"Reformation 500" ended on Oct 15th. It was a 5 week rotation on Martin Luther. Our memory verse was Ephesians 2:8 
which reveals God's gift of forgiveness to us. "Isaiah Spills the Beans" has started and is about the prophecy of a coming 
Messiah. Saturday morning, Dec. 9th is our practice and Sunday, Dec 10th at 10:30 worship is our Christmas program. 
We are busy in our classrooms by 9:30 during which time you are invited to peek in, join us at our tables & participate in 
fun activities as we learn about God's great love for us. 
 
We will be collecting mittens, scarves and hats around our "Tree of Warmth" in the church narthex from Oct 23-Nov 
19.New & gently used articles are much appreciated. After Christmas, we will be starting a food collection of mac & 
cheese plus hamburger and chicken helper. 
 
Through Compassion International we support Jencey, a young girl in El  
Salvador. We have started a pennies jar for her. On the first Sunday of each 
month we are honoring birthdays and ask that each honoree bring pennies.  If 
you are turning 10 then bring 10 pennies. Anyone is invited to come at 9:15 
to the Roundhouse on 3rd floor to honor their birthday month & add pennies 
to our jar For Jencey. It'll cost you less than $1.00! 
 

Joyful Junction is a lively, learning location  
and we welcome "all aboard" in Christ. 

TREE OF WARMTH 
 

Cold weather and snow 
will be upon us before 
we know it. It’s time to 
help decorate the TREE 
OF WARMTH with new 
or clean gently used 
items in good condition.  
 
We will be decorating 
the tree with mittens, 
gloves, hats, caps, and 
scarves to be given out 
locally.  
 
Thank you! 

Youth Missions Pizza Fundraiser 
 

We will be selling frozen Park Plaza pizzas from 
Oct. 29th through November 11th.  Pick up day 
will be Dec. 10th. 
 

Please contact a youth member or the church   
office to place your    
order.  
 

Thank you for your   
support as we continue 
to prepare for our trip 
next summer!  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Child Care Available Sunday 
8:00am to 11:30am   

 
 

Sunday School – 9:15am  
 

Contact us… 
 Office:  920-885-4497       Fax:  920-885-5886 

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm CDT 
     

        E-mail:  churchoffice@firstluthbd.org 
website:  www.firstluthbd.org 

 
Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe Rev. Terry Larson 
920-420-8342   608-513-1360 
revjoy@firstluthbd.org  revlarson@firstluthbd.org
   

Handicapped Accessible/Hearing Assisted 
Large Print Bulletins & Hymnals Available  
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 FOCUS 

Church Staff 
 
Deb Vis, Receptionist  
 
Bob Percifield, Accountant/Bookkeeper 
 
Tom Szewczyk, Facilities Supervisor  
 
John Huebner, Custodian 
 
Phyllis Eilbes, Shared Ministry Coordinator 
 
Mary Irwin, Kathi Wiedenhoeft & Bryce Muenchow,                           
Choir Directors 

 
Tom Irwin, Bell Choir Director 
 
Cheryl Poetter & Liz Figueroa, Nursery 
 
Marty Slager, Organist & Accompanist 
 
Bob Schwoch, Sound Coordinator 

                      2017 Church Council 
 
Bev Anderson    President 

Jeff Klug    Vice-President 

Katelynn Strieff    Secretary 

Joe Bonnett    Treasurer 

 
Pat Abitz (Education)                   Don Erstad (Social Concerns) 

Aaron Cannon (Stewardship)   Jonathan Gibbs (Worship)                    

Katelynn Strieff (Youth)                      Shaun Bradley (Finance)                                 

Bob Viola (Scrip) 

         

Vikki Fischer-Kurth (Endowment) 

Jeff Klug/Joe Bonnett (Personnel) 

Vikki Fischer-Kurth/Bob Viola (Evangelism) 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE    
   WWW.FIRSTLUTHBD.ORG 

6:00 PM Wednesday Casual 

5:30 PM Saturday Traditional 

8:00 AM Sunday Traditional 
(Broadcast Live on WBEV)  

10:30 AM Sunday Contemporary 


