
Upcoming Events 
Thursday, October 1—Quarterly Committee  

          Leaders Mtg @ 6:30 

Friday, October 2—Family Fun Night (F6N)  

          @ 6:00 

Wednesday, October 7—Confirmation Practice &  

          Pictures @ 7:00 

Sunday, October 4 ~ Welcome to Sunday School 

          for all new students—especially 2 year olds 

Sunday, October 11 ~ First Bible Gifting  

         @  10:30 worship 

Sunday, October 25—Confirmation  

         @ 10:30 Worship 

Sunday, October 25—New Disciple Reception  

         @ 8:00 Worship 

Mission Statement 
To experience and celebrate God’s 

amazing grace together. 

 

Vision Statement 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church  

will share God’s amazing grace by 

welcoming, growing and serving in 

Christ’s name, enriching the  

well-being of all. 

   FOCUS on …             OCTOBER 2015 
  Living Together at First Lutheran Church   

                                                    Pastor’s Corner 

 
          Most of us know what year the Bears won the Super Bowl {if not, come and see Pastor Mark in his  

                            office!}.  But we may not know who is on the Evangelism Committee for First Lutheran or even what 

    the mission of that committee is.  That’s why in these last months of 2015 and in 2016, our committees, 

   teams and groups at First Lutheran will share who they are and what their particular mission is, with the  

                           congregation through temple talks at worship. They also have been asked to give examples of particular 

   ways they are working to accomplish their mission, as well as why their group is important for the  

   well-being of our church. 

                            Yes, the purpose of these talks is to help our parish to see more clearly the wonderful ministries that 

   are happening here at First Lutheran. As we see and hear about these ministries, we are more likely to 

support these efforts both personally and as a congregation. These talks will serve as a spark to inspire us to look for ways 

that we can offer our time, talents and treasures in these ministries. By God’s grace, we will respond to that still small 

voice of the Holy Spirit that compels us to ask, “What can I do to support and encourage these ministries?” 

            We are in Christ’s ministry here at First Lutheran together!  Of course we have challenges but together we can 

overcome them.  We need greater financial commitment from everyone in order to go into 2016 financially strong.  

Turning the deficit around will take a united effort of all of us here at First....  Okay,  admittedly, this year's Green Bay 

Packer team is a better example for showing 'united effort' than the Chicago Bears...but, there is always hope. Wait until 

next year!! 

            We know we will respond well to meeting the financial need of our church.  As you will hear in the months to 

come, our committees are working to use precious financial resources in the most efficient ways possible in order to  

accomplish Christ’s mission here at First and beyond.  And we know we will all prayerfully consider additional ways to 

offer our time and talents.  At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Christ calls all who follow him to go out into the world  

making disciples and baptizing in his name. Baptizing and making disciples requires continued effort from all people of 

God. It requires the time, talents and treasures that God has given us. 

            Christ invites, encourages and empowers us to look for ways that we can give of ourselves and the gifts that God 

has given us to make a difference!  Think about how you make a difference just by being you!  God loves you and so you 

share that love and care with others.  But each day holds new opportunities.  Pray about new ways you can serve others in 

Christ’s name! We are called to share our time, talents and treasures in order to impact our parish and the world  

beyond.  In what ways will you respond? 

                                                                                 Pastor Mark and Pastor Terry 



                  Sunday School/Joyful Junction by 

                   Dick Dornbrook, SS Coordinator 
 

Greetings from the Sunday School/Joyful Junction! 
 

 

Rally Sunday has come and gone and we are now in full program season mode.  Back to our “stations,” music and before 

you know it, Christmas Program practices.  If you are able to help us with the Christmas Program, please contact the 

Sunday School Office. 

 

 We are beginning the rotation on the 23rd Psalm. We will learn all about being a good shepherd.  

 We will write our own version of the Psalm in Journal Junction.  

 In Creation Station we will sketch a scene from the 23rd Psalm.  

 In Holyword Theater we will watch a clip from “little House on the Prairie” where the 23rd Psalm helps Laura.  

 In the Computer Lab we will be finding ways Jesus is like a shepherd.   

Trying to stay on the right path will be an activity in Game Car. 

 In Tummy Town we will making a staff and then eating it. 
 

 

SOMETHING NEW to Sunday School this year will be how we look at our Sunday School offerings, 

what we do with those offerings and the importance of returning thanks to God through them. We will 

do this a number of different ways.   

 

One way will be to spend a little more time during the year learning more about how our offerings are shared.   

Another way will be PRESENTING our offerings during the offering time at the 10:30 worship service.  A student will 

walk with an usher to the altar and actually present the Sunday School offering. 

 

Thank you to all students who returned their SPECIAL summer offering.  

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU…….. 

 Have moved 

 Have a new phone number 

 Have a new email address 

 Have someone in the hospital 

 Have a child now at college 

 

With updated information we are able to keep you up to date on all the great things that are happening at First 

Lutheran.  It only costs about 16 cents to mail a Focus but, if we don’t have your correct address, it costs 57 cents 

to send back to us and then, you don’t get to read the Focus either!  Also, kids at college may have a different ad-

dress than last year.  We would like to stay in touch with them.  Thank you! 

We are asking that all newsletter articles be given to 

Sheree by the 3rd Monday of each month. Any article 

not submitted by this deadline may not be included in 

the upcoming month’s newsletter. If you have  

questions or comments regarding this deadline, 

please talk to Pastor Mark or Pastor Terry.  

Do you need help with chores? Our  youth are  

volunteering their services as a project to help with  

special chores at home and in the yard. Please fill out the 

yellow volunteer request form at church and complete and 

return it to Shannon or the Church Office. Forms can be 

found on the Information Booth in Friendship Hall.  

2016 Calendars:  The churches and schools in Liberia value having a yearly wall            

calendar, which they can use for many purposes.  This is the time of year when may of us 

are inundated with calendars in the mail (usually accompanied by a fund appeal).  If you 

have extra 2016 calendars that you would be willing to share with Friendship                       

International, please bring them to the Church Office and we will see that they get on the 

next cargo container to Liberia (November 6th).  Thank you very much! 



                       AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
     The Sunday School is asking for your help.  Earlier this year the Sunday School offerings were very low.  We have 

budgeted funds for supplies, curriculum and so on.  We have a 50/50 offering stewardship plan.  50% of the offerings are 

dedicated to “costs” of the church and 50% are dedicated to “beyond the Sunday School doors.”   

     The “beyond” offerings help support our Compassion International child, Jency, from El Salvador and St. Jude  

Children’s hospital. With these two programs we have a monthly financial obligation and for several months we have 

been unable to meet these obligations. The monthly obligation for Compassion is $39 and St. Jude is $25.  There are a 

number of ELCA programs such as World Hunger and The Malaria Campaign that we also help.   

     We have been able to meet these obligations for the past 11 years but most recently the offerings are not coming in.  I  

encourage parents to talk with their children about the importance of giving a regular Sunday offering.  We try to place 

in the children’s hearts the importance of their offering and how fortunate we are to have what we do have. 

     At this time I am asking for your help getting us back on our feet.  If you could provide a financial  

gift to the Sunday School, not only will it help us here at First but also beyond our doors. 

     If you have any questions, please contact the Sunday School office. 

 

Thank you for your support and assistance.  God bless you! 

                                                                 From Your Parish Nurses  
        It’s Flu Shot Time Again! 

   

   It’s time again to start thinking about getting your flu shot.  Some folks say the flu shot once made them sick 

so they don’t get a yearly vaccination.  Most likely this was a coincidence.  The flu shot is an inactive virus. 

The inactive virus does not make you ill.  It is given so your immune system will begin to make antibodies for 

you if you later become infected with a live/active flu virus.  If you receive the nasal spray vaccine, that’s a 

different story.  The nasal spray is a live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV).  Some people react to that type 

of vaccine.  You can find good information on the internet by doing a search under LAIV. 

   October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  There are some women’s health presentations going 

on locally this month that will have information regarding this subject.  One location is the Women’s Expo on 

October 15th from 2 to 7 pm at Nancy’s Notions Warehouse, 333 Beichl Ave.  The Church Health Services 

parish nurses are also sponsoring a Women’s Health Event on October 24th.  Keep your eyes open for more on 

this event.  We encourage husbands to attend either or both of these events with their wives.  We all know 

Mom puts everyone else first and puts her needs at the end of the line. From something you learn at a  

presentation you guys might be helpful in encouraging Mom to go get something evaluated sooner rather than 

later.  Successful treatment is all about early detection. 

 
Angie Olson, RN, BSN                      Bob Gionet, RN, 

BSNangieo@churchclinic.org                    bobg@churchclinic.org 

The Congregational Health Ministry Team is putting together a presentation for the Sunday 

School students on dental health.  If you have any experience/knowledge/information to share 

with the students on this topic and you would like to help with this project, please contact  

Angie Olson, RN or Bob Gionet, RN, through the Church Office. 

All events: Please remember that event 

scholarships are available if someone 

would like to attend an event, but funds 

are an issue. 

With winter approaching in the not too 

distant future, Dusty is asking anyone who 

is willing/able to donate bags of salt for the 

sidewalks at church.  The city of Beaver Dam does not 

have this readily available as in the past.  Your donations 

can be dropped off during the church when the building is 

open.  Please let us know if you will be dropping off  

donations so we can thank you! 

mailto:angieo@churchclinic.org


NURTURING EVENTS 

SCHEDULE: 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Adult Forum is in the Chapel at 9:15am 

on Sunday unless otherwise indicated.   

Our schedule is in place for the Adult Forum sessions in 

October.  We will host the following: 

October 4th: NO CLASS 

October 11th: Northwoods Casket Company talks 

about burial alternatives 

October 18th: “Pastor ing as a Couple, the Joys and 

Challenges,” Pastor Terry and Rev. Sue Larson 

October 25th:  Meet the New Members in Fr iendship 

Hall; special Coffee Fellowship 

 

We have some interesting topics lined up for this  

upcoming year.  We are always looking for more team 

members and new ideas for presenters.  If you are  

interested, please call the Church Office at 885-4497 and 

talk to Pastor Mark or Phyllis Eilbes.  

          

Befrienders   

Our Befrienders offer caring support for shut-ins and for 

those who are going through difficult life transitions such 

as divorce, loss of a loved one, family health issues and  

unemployment. Please contact Pastor Jensen if you want 

to participate in the future.  Remember to mention to  

Pastor Jensen or the parish nurses, any changes you note 

in the people you are caring for. 
 

Calico Cutups 
This is a group of women who meet the first Tuesday of  

every month at 9:00am to do crafts.  If you are working 

on a craft, come join us!  If you have something you  

started years ago, come join us!  If you want to just bring 

a coloring book and crayons, come join us!  We celebrate 

each other by visiting, laughing and creating.  We also 

usually go out to eat together afterwards for more  

fellowship.   
 

First Acts Drama Team is always looking for adults and 

teens to participate in dramas for church services.  If  

interested, contact Dorothy Ebert at 885-3960 or Pastor 

Mark Jensen for more information.   
 

The Gathering Table (Dinner for 8)  
meets throughout the year—set up by the group. 

We have several groups that either go out to a restaurant or 

have dinner in someone’s home.  If you would like to be a 

part of a Gathering Table group or if you are interested in 

some good fellowship, please call Pastor Jensen at 885-4497 
or email us at churchoffice@firstluthbd.org.      

If you do not want to participate in The Gathering Table for  

2015-2016, please contact Gail Henschel at 887-1215.  At 
our recent kickoff dinner at Ponderosa, new schedules for 

this 2015-2016 season were handed out.  If you were not 

able to attend, please look for yours to come to you soon.  

NURTURE (CONTINUED) 
 

ManPower continues to meet to work on strategic  

planning for additional men’s ministries here at First. Our 

next meeting will be Monday, October 5 at 6:30pm.  The 

ramp at the Women’s Shelter that we helped to complete 

was recently blessed. The group would like to work with 

any interested youth in the future as well.  You can attend 

our meetings at any time. 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
All men at First Lutheran are invited to the Men’s  

Breakfast which meets every Saturday from 8:00-9:30.  

Our gatherings include a meal, fellowship and study.  

Guests are always welcome also!  We are meeting at the 

Beaver Dam Hospital Cafeteria usually the first Saturday 

each month and at church the rest of the month, unless  

otherwise noted. The October 3 meeting will be at the  

hospital cafeteria.  There is a signup sheet for  someone 

to bring a hot dish each week and unlock for the others 

that are attending when the meeting is at church. 
 

Marriage Retreat Group 

The couples that have gone on marriage retreat weekends 

in the past continue to meet monthly for fellowship and 

study.  This event is an enriching experience for couples 

who have good marriages. The weekend also provides a 

great opportunity to get to know others in our parish even 

better. For more information on a future experience,  

contact Pastor Mark or Karla Jensen.   

There will be a group movie night at 6:30 on Saturday, 

October 24, for anyone from the marriage groups  

interested in attending. 
 

PAVE offers a monthly adult support group for friends 

and families dealing with domestic violence.  Call  

1-800-775–3785 for a private conversation. 
 

Quilters Group 

Meets every Wednesday of the month @ 9:00am, from 

Labor Day to Memorial Day. We can always use more 

help to make quilts for those in need.  Come if you can!  

Please join us if you are able. 

 

Sharon Circle  
Come join us for a wonderful Bible lesson and good  

conversation.  Call Jean Spindler with questions at  

887-2895.  We will meet again in October 13 at 1pm. 

 

Thrivent Group 

We will meet in October on the 22nd at 5pm.  Great  

potluck, fellowship and projects that benefit the  

congregational community.  Our next cookie sale will be 

on October 10/11.  As always, everyone from the  

congregation is welcome to attend.  Just bring a dish to 

pass. Thank you! 



NURTURE (CONTINUED) 
 

Worship Texts Bible Study 

Mondays @ 9:00am  

Deepen your worship experience with this preview into 

next week’s worship.  
 

Yoga 

We are currently meeting on Tuesday evenings from  

5:00-6:00pm. Come if and when you can. Improve 

your total well-being through the exercise appropriate for 

all ages.  Free!  Please join us. 
 

Most of these activities last an hour but provide  

endless joy for all participants.  What catches your 

eye?  Check it out!! 

THANK YOUS FOR THE MEMORIAL 

GIFTS AND OTHER ITEMS WILL BE 

LISTED IN THE RED BOOK ON THE 

BOOK STAND IN THE NARTHEX.  

THANK YOUS FROM PAVE AND  

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS ARE POSTED 

ON THE BOARD.  PLEASE LOOK FOR 

THEM! 

           ALL RETIREES INVITED 

 
     RETIREES will plan on meeting next on Wednesday,  

October 14.  We will meet for devotions followed by a 

meal from Ponderosa.  The price for this wonderful full 

meal is $6.00. 

     Retirees has been an ongoing program at First  

Lutheran since 1982 and offers the opportunity to get                

acquainted with other members and is the setting for 

maintaining longtime friendships. 

**Please note** 

     A Parish Nurse is available before and after the  

meetings for help with blood pressure checks and any 

other questions that someone may have. 

                         Prayer Texting 
 

Remember that Prayer Texting 

Sundays occur every Sunday.  We 

encourage you to be an active  

participant by texting your prayer 

requests to the number posted in 

the worship bulletin that specific 

Sunday. 

There’s nothing scary 

about helping others.  

Not enough organ,  

tissue, marrow and 

blood donors—now that’s scary.  

Donate the Gift of Life. 

 

Funeral Home & Cremation Services 
 

(920) 885-5291    •    Beaver Dam, Wisconsin 
 

www.koepsellfh.com    

                                More Joyful Junction/Sunday School News! 

 
     To help the children realize the importance of their Sunday School offerings, special emphasis  

will be addressed during the Sunday School year.  To aid in this, the visual “presentation” of their  

offerings will become a part of our 10:30 worship service. 

     Beginning at the 10:30 worship service on October 4th and every Sunday thereafter the  

Sunday School offerings will be “presented” along with the regular offerings collected at that service. 

     A Sunday School student will “present” the Sunday School offerings in the Sunday School offering basket.  The  

student should walk next to the usher and “present” the gifts/offerings at the altar.  They will then return to the 

back of the Sanctuary with the usher.  The student then may be seated with his/her family.  

     If you have any questions, please feel free to talk with me. 

 

                        Thanks and blessings!        Dick Dornbrook, Sunday School Coordinator 

http://www.koepsellfh.com/


   September Council Highlights 

 
 Trish Pias led devotions on the theme of  

“Switch the Channel.”  Negative memories  

are more prevalent and take up more room in your brain 

so we need to change the channel and focus on the  

positive. 

 The finance report was given by Trish—there is a  

current deficit balance of -$63,215. 

 The Finance Committee has received quotes to  

purchase a new copier for the Church Office at a cost of 

$11,800 vs. leasing one which would cost $20,605. The 

Office Replacement Fund and funds from estate gifts will 

be used to complete this purchase.  The existing copier is 

7-8 years old and would be moved up to the Sunday 

School Office at a cost of $45/month for maintenance and 

supplies. 

 A new policy will be put in place regarding the  

donations of items to the church so they can be used well 

if needed and if they are not needed, the church will  

determine how best to use them. 

 A Mutual Ministry Committee has been formed and 

will be meeting on September 21. 

 The next meeting of the Congregational Leaders will 

take place at 6:30pm on Thursday, October 1. 

 Pastor Jensen and Vicar Pat Schutz will be attending 

an Internship Cluster Meeting in Rockford on the 19th 

and 20th of October  Pastor Mark reported that Vicar 

Pat’s internship has been going very well. 

 Vicar Pat suggested to save time and paper, that the 

committee meeting minutes be emailed out to the Council 

members prior to the Council meeting so they can be read 

in advance by the Council members.  There will still be 

some items that will have to be copied and handed out. 

 The Worship Committee/Banner Committee is  

working on purchasing some new banners for use in the 

church.   

 There will be healing services taking place during 

worship on November 14/15. 

 Bill Niemuth from the Endowment Committee is 

helping with the endowment funds to make sure they are 

being m aximized. 

 Currently, the Personnel Committee is made up of 

men.  There are a couple of women that have been asked 

to join the committee as well. 

 A get well card will be sent to Jeff Klug by the group 

since he has been having some health issues recently. 

 Thank you to Lisa Behm for taking the minutes of the 

meeting.  

Stop and check out the Pastors’ Corner in Fr iendship 

Hall. This is a monthly posting, located next to Vicar 

Pat’s office.  

Remember when you are at worship or in 
meetings or classes at church, please turn 
your cell phone off or on vibrate.  This  
courtesy is much appreciated. Thank you! 

Habitat for Humanity of Dodge & Washington 

Counties are looking for volunteers. Those interested 

may attend a community call event on October 13 at 

5:30pm at Moraine Park in Beaver Dam. Appetizers 

and beverages will be served. 

For more information, call 262-338-0690. 

Thank You to our Volunteers— 

October 

 
The volunteers at First Lutheran Church do a wonderful 

job of giving of their time to the good of the church and 

community.  As the activities of the season increase our 

involvement with each other, let us take time to thank 

those who work with our youth.  This month we would 

like to salute all those who are involved with the Youth 

Ministry portion of God’s work.  We extend a hearty 

“Thank You” to the following people: 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Youth Room Monitor 

Confirmation Ministry 

Mentor 

Chaperones/Drivers 

Milestone Ministry Team 

National Youth Gathering 

Confirmation Camp 

“Leading by Example” 

Anyone who helps to guide and direct our  

youth in our Church and beyond. 

 

Anyone who has helped with Education  

within our doors and beyond! 

 

      We are truly blessed to have you as a part of our  

                First Family.  God bless your work. 



                       MUSIC 
 

   New Spirit ~ Mondays @ 6:00pm 

   Joyful Praise ~ Wednesdays @ 7:30pm 

   Glory Ringers ~ Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

   P-Jays ~ Fr idays @ 3:15pm  

   BNA ~ Var ies—see Marty Slager 

   Sparks ~ Sundays @ 11:30 

Most of these groups do not meet between Memorial Day and 

Labor Day but resume in the fall.  

SPARKS NEEDS YOU! 
Students in grades 1-5 are invited to 

join the Sparks Choir. Come ready to 

eat a healthy snack and then SING!  Sparks practice is on 

Sundays during the school year from 11:30-12:30 and we 

sing in church the 2nd Sunday of each month @ 10:30.  If 

you are interested in joining the Sparks group, contact the 

Church Office or Kathi Wiedenhoeft at 920-356-9009. 

 

Your Sparks Director, Kathi Wiedenhoeft 

                   NEW SPIRIT 

                   Musicians/Singers Needed!   

 

New Spirit can always use backup guitarists (rhythm 

and/or bass) and pianists.  If you are interested in  

learning the songs and can fill in on an occasional basis, 

please join us on Monday evenings at 6:00 in the  

Sanctuary for rehearsal.  Anyone who would like to join 

us as a singer should also come at that time.  

                      Baptismal Classes 
 

In our ministry to prepare families for a baptism of an 

infant, child or adult, there are two classes that families 

need to attend: the first on a Sunday morning and the  

second, normally on a Monday evening.  The classes are 

generally held every other month.  The next classes will 

be on Sunday, November 8 at 9:15am, with the family  

attending worship either before or after the class AND the 

second class will be on Monday, November 16 at 6:30pm.  

In these classes the following is covered: Milestone  

Ministry, the meaning of baptism, the Rite of Baptism, 

parenting styles, prayer and Bible study. Grandparents 

and sponsors, if local, are welcome and encouraged to 

attend with the parents.  Child care is provided on Sunday 

mornings; the class on Monday evening is 

longer and designed for adults only.  

 

November Baptismal Classes: 

 

Sunday, November 8 at 9:15am 

(worship before or after) 

The second class will be on Monday, November 16 at 

6:30pm 

 

Both classes are needed for baptismal preparation.   

    Joyful Praise rehearsals are Wednesdays 

   at 7:30pm. New members are ALWAYS        

   welcome.  Please join us and sing with 

   us on Sundays between Labor Day and 

   Memorial Day. 

          We Celebrate God With You!  

 

There are milestones in life at which God 

grabs your attention in special ways:  

Baptism, starting Sunday 

School, First Bibles, First 

Communion,  

Confirmation,  

graduation, marriage, 

birth of children,  

retirement, death ~ among 

others.  We lift these  

milestones up and  

celebrate God With You 

throughout life.   



PLEASE CONTACT SHEREE AT THE CHURCH 

OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE 

FOCUS ELECTRONICALLY!  THANK YOU! 

    ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP 
 

      The next meeting will be on Monday, October 26th at 

6:30pm. 

     We have Befrienders who have been trained to provide 

respite for families who have a member with dementia or 

Alzheimer’s.  These Befrienders will go out in pairs to 

homes to stay with the person while his/her caregiver is 

away.  We currently have the ability to serve 4 women 

and 2 men (3 homes).  They would not be providing  

medical care.  For information on how to contact  

Befrienders for this service, contact Pastor Jensen.   

     This group is free and open to 

Beaver Dam and the surrounding 

area. For more information on the 

Alzheimer’s Support Group,  

contact Pastor Jensen at the Church 

Office 920-885-4497. 

     

                                                           Finance$ at Fir$t  

 

During the month of August, financial gifts given by the members of the congregation and visitors totaled $37,900.05.  

Expenses for the month of August totaled $41,519.48.  We ended the month of August at a deficit of negative 

($63,215.64).  This same time last year the deficit was at negative ($57,842.09). The break-down of expenses are as  

follows: 

Mission Outreach – PAVE, Lutheran Social Services, Bible Camps, ELCA/Synod, Church Health Services = 

$1,666.00  

Mission Development – Maintenance of Pianos, Worship Supplies Expense = $370.99 

Education -  Sunday School Supplies = $61.00 

Activities – First Acts = $26.69 

Administration –Office Supplies, Postage, Printing and Paper, Convention Expenses, Dues & Subscriptions, Copier 

Expense = $1,244.31 

Mission Leadership – Salary of Pastors, Youth Ministry, Business Manager, Office Manager, Secretary, Custodian, 

Maintenance, Shared Ministry, Sunday School Coordinator, Choir Directors, Choir Accompanists, Youth Room 

Assistant, Nursery Staff, FICA Taxes = $28,923.13 

Mission Station – Waste, Facility Maintenance, Housekeeping Supplies, Telephone/Internet/Cell Phones, Gas,  

 Electricity,  Lawn Care = $2,257.41 

Mortgage Payment = $7,069.95 

 

In the next few months the Finance Committee will be working on the 2016 Church Budget – I would ask that you pray 

for us as we plan to fulfill our church’s mission in the upcoming year.  As servants in God’s kingdom on Earth, may we 

all unselfishly give our time, talents and financial gifts; all of which God has given to us – Let’s Pass It On!   

 

Peace be with you, 

Trish Pias, Treasurer  

 

                     

               EQUAL EXCHANGE  
 

 Please look for our coffees, teas and  

chocolate when you are at church.  We 

will have our display in Friendship Hall 

again in October on the 2nd and 4th 

weekends of the month.  If you need 

something during the month at another 

time, just contact the Church Office at 

885-4497.  Thank you! 

THANK YOU TO CHUCK AND LISA BEHM FOR 

THE DONATION OF A GLIDER ROCKER FOR 

THE NURSERY! 



HARVEST DINNER 

 
     We will be hosting our annual Harvest Dinner for 

2015 on Sunday, November 8th.  If you are interested and 

able to help, please contact the Church Office, Marian 

Krueger or Sheree Voigt.   

     We have set up, service, clean up, 

just to name a few opportunities.  Look  

for sign up sheets to be posted in 

Friendship Hall. 

 

Thank you! 

 

P.S.  Proceeds will help to offset the 

cost of items needed for our church. 

ALTAR GUILD MEETING ON 

 TUESDAY OCTOBER 6th-7PM 

 

Please come to the next meeting on  

Tuesday, October 6th at 7pm.  We will be 

passing around the next schedule which 

goes through February.  If you cannot 

make it, be sure to check the schedule in 

the altar kitchen and sign up so you have 

your choice of dates! 

   October is Clergy Appreciation Month  
 
     As God’s appointed to serve Him by preaching and 

teaching the Gospel, they administer the sacraments to 

“the flock” at First Lutheran.  We are blessed by Pastor 

Jensen, Vicar Pat Schutz and Pastor Larson to show their 

love and commitment as we gather with fellow  

Christians to worship in prayer and music; knowing that 

“where 2 or 3 are gathered together in His name,” he is 

in our midst. 

     Let us show our appreciation and Christian love by  

serving our Savior and Lord at His house and in the  

community and wherever we can. 

     May god bless our pastors as they serve us and others 

to fulfill their calling. 

We celebrate our clergy members as Disciples of the 

Month for October, since it is Clergy Appreciation 

Month.  Their photos will be posted in the Narthex  

during the month of October.  You may nominate a 

member of the congregation if you wish for Disciple of 

the Month.  Pick up a form in the Church Office at your 

convenience or at the information booth.  Thank you for 

recognizing the gifts of others in our congregation, the 

Beaver Dam community and beyond! 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO WERE WILLING 

AND ABLE TO MAKE CHEESY POTATOES FOR 

OUR RECENT COMMUNITY MEAL! 



      BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Adult Forum—Meets some Sundays, 9:15-10:15am  

September through May.  See the schedule under  

Nurturing Events for more information. 
 

Alzheimer’s Care Group—We usually meet on the 4th 

Monday of the month.  In October we will be meeting on 

the 26th at 6:30pm.  Come if/when you can. 
 

Baptism Classes—November 8 @ 9:15am and  

November 16 @ 6:30pm 
 

Men’s Breakfast—Saturdays @ 8am—

We are meeting on the first Saturday of 

the month at the BD Hospital cafeteria 

and at the church the other weekends of 

the month, unless otherwise noted in the 

bulletin. 
 

Sharon Circle— 

On October 13 we will meet at 1pm for 

our lesson.   
 

Sunday School/Joyful Junction—

Sundays @ 9:15am  

 

Weekly Pastor’s Bible Study—Mondays 

@ 9am 

 

Come, explore, enrich your spiritual 

growth! 

                New Member Sessions      
 

We had our first New Member session on September 

20th.  Our next session will be on Sunday, October 4th 

and will meet in the Church Office at 9:15am.  October 

18th, will be our  third and last session and we will 

meet in the Sanctuary at 9:15.   

 

Our New Member reception will take place on October 

25th at the 8:00am service with a special Coffee  

Fellowship to follow.  

 

There is still time to become a member. Please call the 

Church Office at 920-885-4497or e-mail Phyllis Eilbes at 

phyllis@firstluthbd.org. We will make arrangements if 

you are unable to make the sessions.   

                                NEW FIRST LUTHERAN LOGO SOUGHT 

 
The Evangelism Committee at First announces a friendly competition for a new logo to be  
designed for use on promotional materials and on our formal mailings of the church. In the past, 
we have utilized varied designs of a cross, but we believe it’s time for a refreshed logo  
representative of our church and mission. 
 
If you are artistic and wish to enter our logo design contest, please submit the image to the 
Church Office by October 1, 2015. The Evangelism Committee will choose the design which 
best fits our church and mission. The lucky winner will receive a $25 scrip card! 

 
Guidelines to follow as you consider your design: 
 

 The logo design should represent our mission & church 

 Creating the design using jpeg. or esp. is recommended, but original designs on paper will be accepted 

 The design should be done in black ink 

 Your name, contact info and phone number must be submitted with your entry 

 
We’re looking forward to seeing the talent of our members!  

Let your creativity flow, and remember to send us  
your design by October 1

st
! 

Our Youth Room averages 

10-15 kids per day during 

the school year, Monday 

through Thursday from  

2:45 to 5:00pm.  We need your help with 

soda, snacks or monetary donations to 

purchase some of these items.  Thank you! 

mailto:phyllis@firstluthbd.org


                                       Christmas Bazaar/Bake Sale/Food Stand 

 
     Our two rummage sale storage rooms are filling up.  You can drop off your items for the 2016 rummage sale NOW if 

you would like to do so. If at all possible, please have your items packed in a box for ease in stacking on our shelves.  

We cannot accept TV’s, entertainment centers, outdated car seats, computers or carpet (only if new).   

Please note—when bringing your items to church, only the larger items go into the lower storage room in the Sunday 

School wing.  All other, boxed items go down in the storage room below the Church Office, to be put onto the shelves 

and pallets.  We do have a limited amount of empty boxes for you to use when you come to drop off items.  

     Items for the Christmas Bazaar can be dropped off also.  Please mark your box with whatever it is—Christmas  

Decorations or new items for gifts.   The date of the Christmas Bazaar is December 5.  We only have 2 crafter’s spaces 

left to rent as of this article.   

     The dates for our Annual Rummage Sale are April 14-16, 2016.  Save the date—Saturday, April 

9th—to help with the staging of tables and fixtures and to help bring items up from our storage rooms. 

     There has always been a need for more tables for the annual rummage sale.  We now have that need 

filled with the purchase of 6 new tables.  Thank you to the Endowment Committee for approving the 

purchase of 3 new tables.  The Rummage Sale/Christmas Bazaar Committee have used funds from this 

year’s Bazaar space rental to purchase the other 3 tables.  These tables can be used for any event that 

we have here at church.   

     Our first meeting for planning the Christmas Bazaar/Bake Sale is October 27th at 9:30 in the Kitchenette.  All are 

invited to attend.  We need those who are heading up the Food Stand, the Bake Sale and the Bazaar to attend.  Many 

hands make light work for the annual sale.  Our last meeting to finalize plans will be on November 23 at 10:30.  Please 

mark your calendar to attend.  

 
Carol and Pat 

      PJays(“Praising Jesus Always”) and                                         

        BNA (“Be Not Afraid”)!! 

PJays welcomes ALL Middle School students 
(including your friends who are not members)            
wanting to be in the praise band to lead 10:30           
worship once a month. BNA welcomes all High 
School musicians!  PJays enjoy free time and 
snacks in the Youth Room after school is over for 
the day, then practice with 3:15 – 4:10. With HS            
students schedules always in a flux, we will meet 
together and settle on when is the best time this 
year to practice. Some years an                           
evening works better – maybe                                     
Wednesdays from 6:30pm – 7:30 pm? 

                                What’s a Vicar Do?   by Vicar Pat Schutz 

 
     In addition to becoming involved in various areas of ministry at First Lutheran, I have continuing responsibilities 

with Wartburg Seminary and my home synod candidacy committee. The seminary requires me to turn in a Learning  

Service Agreement by the end of my second month of internship (Sept. 30). This is a detailed description of my goals 

and objectives for internship and how I’ll work towards meeting them.  

     I’ve come up with seven goals about how I hope to learn and grow pastorally and personally, and how I hope to 

use my gifts for ministry to strengthen, encourage and challenge you as a congregation. Personal reflection,  

conversations with Pastor Mark and Pastor Terry, as well as with my internship committee, have all contributed to the 

creation of this document. Once that’s complete and I have a little breathing room, then I need to start preparing my 

three month evaluation, which goes to both the seminary and my home synod.  

     More about this process next month……….. 

           CARGO CONTAINER TO  

            LIBERIA IN NOVEMBER 
There is a list of items requested for Liberia, posted on the 

bulletin board in Friendship Hall.  If you have any of 

these items and would like to donate them, please contact 

the Church Office for details on how to do so if you have 

questions. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

      6:00pm Wednesday — Casual 
        5:30pm Saturday – Traditional 

         8:00am Sunday – Traditional  
             (Broadcast Live on WBEV) 

       10:30am Sunday – Contemporary  
             Child Care Available Sunday 
                8:00 to 11:30am   

          Sunday School – 9:15am 
 

 

 
 
 

Contact us… 

 Office:  920-885-4497  
    Fax:  920-885-5886 

        E-mail:  churchoffice@firstluthbd.org 

website:  www.firstluthbd.org 
 

Rev. Mark D. Jensen           Rev. Terry Larson 
920-318-9593                      608-513-1360 
revjensen@firstluthbd.org               revlarson@firstluthbd.org 

 

                       Vicar Pat Schutz 
                         920-535-0014 
                             pschutz60@gmail.com 
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  FOCUS 

                    Staff and Leadership 
 

Rev. Mark D. Jensen, Lead Pastor 

Rev. Terry Larson, Assistant Pastor 

Pat Schutz, Vicar 

Shannon Fleischfresser,  

     Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

 

Sheree Voigt, Office Manager 

Deb Vis, Receptionist  

Jill Gibson, Business Manager 

Tom Szewczyk, Facilities Manager 

John Huebner, Custodian 

Phyllis Eilbes, Shared Ministry Coordinator 

Mary Irwin, Kathi Wiedenhoeft & Marty Slager,     

     Choir Directors 

Tom Irwin, Bell Choir Director 

Dick Dornbrook, Sunday School Coordinator 

Cheryl Poetter & Liz Figueroa, Nursery 

Marty Slager, Organist & Accompanist 

Bob Schwoch, Sound Coordinator 

                   2015 Church Council 

 
Vikki Fischer-Kurth    President 

Signe Schecher            Vice-President 

Deb Parman                Secretary 

Trish Pias                    Treasurer 

 

 

Pat Abitz                     Shaun Bradley 

Roger Herpel              Bill Wiedenhoeft  

Katelynn Strieff          Bev Anderson           

Mary Kahler               Don Erstad 

Sherry Jaquet              Jeff Klug 

Mitch Klug 

IF YOU HAVE CHANGED FROM A LAND LINE 

TO A CELL PHONE, PLEASE CONTACT THE 

CHURCH OFFICE WITH YOUR NEW NUMBER!  

THANK YOU! 










